EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN

- CHURCH OF ANNAPOLIS
Renewed by the Gospel...Seeking the Renewal of Annapolis

k A FOURTH WORSHIP SERVICE
s ‘ BY BRUCE O’NEIL

In addition to our 8:00, 9:15 and
11:00AM Worship Services, we are of-
fering a 5:00PM Worship Service on
Sundays. This fourth Worship Service is
not a Sunday Evening Service, but a fourth Service like
our morning services. The worship style will be very
much like our 9:15 and 11:00AM blended worship style.
Randy Pendleton and an acoustic music team will help
lead this service. Pastor Bruce O’Neil will be preaching
through the book of Ephesians, and weekly communion
will be observed. The 5:00PM Worship Service will start
in the Chapel and will move to the Sanctuary when the
attendance requires a move.

Why did we add a fourth Service?

The short answer is that we want to accommodate more
people so that they, too, can hear the gospel. Obviously
we want some people to make this fourth service their
weekly Sunday worship time. This means that some of
our people will leave the service they are now attending
and begin attending this new service. Our hope is that a
5:00PM Worship Service will also be attractive to people
in the community.

Over the past couple of years we have noticed that when
we make room at the 9:15AM Service in a short time it
fills right back up. Two years ago we moved some of our
Sunday School classes so that those attending those
classes would switch worship hours—thereby opening
seats at the 9:15 Worship Service. And now, not only
has the 9:15 Service filled back up, but the 11:00 Wor-
ship has also grown. This additional growth has placed a
strain on our parking lots. We are currently parking
overflow across the street in front of the Mission House.
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What about the 6:30PM Evening Service?

The Elders have agreed to discontinue the 6:30PM Ser-
vice as of January 30™. This will allow us to devote our
energy and resources to this new service. At least ini-
tially, Pastor Bruce will preach a different sermon than
on Sunday mornings to allow those who attended the
Evening Worship Service to attend this new 5:00 Service
as their evening worship.

Who might want to try this new service?

Our desire is that some of you who attend one of the
Sunday morning services will make this 5:00PM Service
the service you attend weekly. Also, many of you travel
from time to time and don’t get back into town until
after our morning services. We would like you to con-
sider attending our 5:00PM Service on those Sundays if
you return in time. Because the 6:30PM Evening Service
ended on January 30%, we would like those who have
been attending this service to consider attending the
new 5:00 Service. Lastly, we are hoping new people from
our community will consider this new Worship Service.

Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Annapolis
710 Ridgely Ave, Annapolis, MD 21401
Phone: (410) 266-8090 Fax: (410) 266-6736

www.epannapolis.org



A community of God’s people seeking the Spiritual, Cultural, and Social renewal
of Annapolis and the surrounding community as we are moved by the Gospel into devo-
tion to Jesus Christ, love for His Body, and service to His World...that Christ would
be glorified, and that Annapolis and the world would know that God has sent His Son.
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EP STAFF AND OFFICERS

Senior Pastor - Bruce O’'Neil, ext 111

Executive Pastor - Dan Smith, ext 111

Counseling and Care Pastor - Bob Borger, ext 118
Visitation Pastor -Jim Ferguson

Outreach Minister - Tom Beall, ext 117

Women’s Ministry Coordinator - Jenny Woodruff, ext 127
Adult Discipleship Pastor - Tom Wenger, ext 105
Community Outreach Coordinator - Laurie Nelson, ext103
Student Discipleship Pastor - Greg Doty, ext 116

Youth Assistant - Rachel Collins, ext 128

Youth Interns- Megan Mullis and Bryce Wilkins, ext. 124
Children’s Ministry Coordinator - Linda Cate, ext 126
Nursery & Preschool Coordinator - Valerie Chick, ext 119
Elementary Coordinator - Christy Lenham, ext 119
Organist - Lois White

Director of Worship Arts -Randy Pendleton, ext 106
Administrative Director -Herb Conklin, ext 113

Ministry Support Assistant - Sue Sadlier, ext 111

Ministry Support Assistant - Annette See, ext 125
Assistant Administrator - Melissa Drouin, ext 112
Maintenance Administrator - Dannie Smith, ext 121
Manager of Plant Ops - Dean Rodgers, ext 104

The staff can be reached at 410-266-8091 plus the extensions as
noted. You may visit our web site at http://www.epannapolis.org/
staff.html to send anyone on staff an email.

Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you
weeping? Whom are you seeking?" Sup-
posing him to be the gardener, she said
to him, 'Sir, if you have carried him
away, tell me where you have laid him,
and I will take him away." Jesus said to
her, "Mary." She turned and said to him
in Aramaic, "Rabboni!” (which means
Teacher). Jesus said to her, "Do not cling
to me, for I have not yet ascended to the
Father; but go to my brothers and say to
them, 'l am ascending to my Father and
your Father, to my God and your God."
John 20:15-17

Elders for 2011

Fred Andre, Dan Billingsley, Terry Bradley, Chuck Coch-
ran, Andrew Graham, Bruce Holtzman, Bill Hoover,
Scott Howie, George Janvier, Mike Kawecki, Pete
Kawecki, Clif McClain, Brian Miller, Jay Mitchell, Don
Mullis, Peter Polk, Frank Rouland, Ace Sarich, Glenn
Schmincke, Dick Skinner, Al Strong, Tom Thompson,
Jim Wilkins III, Ken Wolf, Paul Woodie

Deacons for 2011

Walt Asplund, Nate Bailey, B] Bigelow, Joshua Bird, Bill
Browne, Herb Conklin, Joe D’Angelo, Jeff Donaldson,
Scott Furniss, Tim Geis, Mike Hannigan, Tom Harries,
Tom Hughes, Bob Hulting, Phil Jones, Roy Little, Jim
Litschewski, Steve Marshall, Ben McKeown, David
Meloy, Tom Olthoff, Ritchie Park, Dean Powell, Ben
Renko, Mike Riith, Lou Smith, Mark Strickenburg, Jim
Taylor, Van Thompson, Bill Ward, Jon White, Jim Wil-

son
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ADMINISTRATIVE NEWS

By Herb Conklin

Did you know that the average annual giving that our church receives from each family is approximately $ 5,700? This
average figure is very misleading as 20% of our families contribute 80% of our annual Operating Budget of $2.55 million.
It’s been said that you can tell a person’s priorities in life by taking a look at their checkbook. The Bible tells us in II Corin-
thians 9:7 that “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for
God loves a cheerful giver.” What would your checkbook tell about your priorities in life?

Did you know that there are three different ways that you can make contributions to our church? Here are your various
options:

1. You can have our church make regular automatic deductions to your banking account. These deductions can be on

the 1% of the month or on the 15% of the month.

2. You can make electronic payments on your own. Your bank in this instance will cut a check and mail it to our church.

3. You can put your check or cash in our collection plates during the service.
In all three cases, we ask that you use your numbered church giving envelopes as a reference on your donation. The use of
envelopes allows us to post payments more efficiently so that we can present you with accurate giving statements at the end
of the year as required by the Internal Revenue Service. If you are a regular giver and don’t have a set of giving envelopes,
please call our Church Office.

Did you know that the Deacon’s Mercy Offering that is taken on the first Sunday of the month after our communion
amounted to slightly more than $100,000 in 2010? All of this money was used in various ways to meet the needs of fami-
lies that are hurting in our congregation and in our city. The needs were great in 2010, and our people rose to the occasion
and contributed about 25% more than what we had received in 2009. Thank you for your generosity in allowing our
church to meet the needs of those that required our help.

Did you know that there are still plenty of plots available in our cemetery for our members to purchase? The cost is $2,000
per plot which includes perpetual maintenance. Please contact Herb Conklin, our Administrative Director, if you desire to
make a purchase.

Did you know that you can now use our church website (www.epannapolis.org) to both register and pay for special events
(such as our Women'’s Retreat) with a credit card? Check this out the next time that you want to register for an event.

EP Church Family, Deadline for the
June / July / August EPistle
is May 3",

The EPistle is published quarterly and distributed free of
charge to members and friends of Annapolis EP. For submis-
sions, email Melissa Drouin at mdrouin@epannapolis.org, or
paper copy to the Church Office. Submissions may be edited
for clarity and brevity. If you would like to receive the EPis-
tle electronically, please email Melissa Drouin.

The family of Bob McCauley extends their heartfelt
thanks for the outpouring of kindness, prayers, cards,
and personal memories shared with us. We truly felt
God’s presence with us through your caring. Lastly,
thank you to the ladies and men who volunteered their
time and provided an intimate memorial service and
reception.

From the families of Rob McCauley, Carroll Mantell,
Kevyn Benzel, Vicky McCauley,

Barbara Ferguson, and Margaret L’ ADMINISTRATIVE NOTES
Campbell. — N GIVING THRU FEBRUARY 6
@ Operating Fund: Year To Date
) Budgeted Giving $ 269,000
*’ Actual Giving $ 292,000
Surplus or (Deficit) $ 23,000
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Our History

Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Annapolis will be celebrating it’s 50th Anniversary in 2014. We wanted to
take you down memory lane in each EPistle that will lead us up to that time. The following is a continuation
from our previous EPistle, which is available on our website at www.epannapolis.org/epistle.html.

THE STAINED GLASS WINDOW STORY

Excerpts from a letter written by Grace Bonney
There are times when God says “Wait”. But, as I was praying,
month after month, it seemed to me that His answer was “No”.

In 1977, our new Sanctuary was being built. Libbie Gutsche,
Gretchen Peery, and I had been called in to select the choice
of carpet and upholstery fabrics from the Building Commit-
tee. To do anything else with that large wall space would

“cost too much”. And indeed, after I researched the cost of a ;}::',‘g,'-,', : :

stained glass window, I knew it would take a modern-day gyl e Gu=
miracle for anything to change.

Months passed, there were delays in completing the construction of the building, and there were cost overruns.
But, one day, the construction manger handed me a fistful of brochures from various out-of-state stained glass
companies. He thought perhaps I could “get some prices”. I thought, “He just wants me to ‘get real’ and forget
this whole thing.” As I opened one of the brochures, with the beautiful examples of jeweled windows, made, no
doubt, for affluent congregations, I noticed the address of Statesville, NC. Now, no one has ever heard of States-
ville, NC! That is truly “small town” America. What a coincidence...my uncle was a surgeon in, of all places,
Statesville, NC. I wondered if he had heard of Laws, Inc. where they made stained glass windows?

[t wasn’t long before my father went to NC to visit his brother, and while he was there, he visited Laws, Inc.. My
uncle had operated on Mr. Laws, the owner, the year before. They were told about “faceted glass”, a new process
using epoxy which was less vulnerable and less costly. He sent back a booklet of “symbols” used in designing win-
dows, and Libbie, Gretchen, and I began discussing which symbols were important to our congregation. We
picked the ones we wanted, and went to Pastor Mahlow for his input.

Once we had decided on the symbols, I began to draw a design, to scale. The ALPHA (the Beginning) was on the
left, and the OMEGA (the End) on the right. In the center was an open BIBLE, the inspired Word of God to
mankind since creation, and the CROSS, the Old Testament prophesy fulfilled in the Messiah of the New Testa-
ment. On the left were the Hand of God in creation and the COMMANDMENTS in two tablets, one represent-
ing the Law toward God, and the other, the Law toward our fellow man. On the right, was the LAMB of God,
GRAPES and WHEAT symbolized the bread and wine of Communion, to remember His death till He comes
again. The SHIP was placed to preach the Gospel. Of course, the DOVE represented God’s Spirit, our Coun-
selor.

The next step was to take the design to North Carolina and get a cost estimate. I went down, praying all the way
that God would clearly show His hand, and when the quote for our custom designed window was the same as a
“pre-package” design, saving us thousands of dollars, I began to believe it was going to happen.

As I sat on the floor of the new Sanctuary, before the pews were installed, and watched the cranes lift the heavy
panels of faceted glass into their steel frame, I was overwhelmed by the morning sunlight streaming through the

glass and reflecting on the carpet. TO GOD BE THE GLORY!

If you have a Historic EP story to share for future EPistle's, please email Melissa Drouin, mdrouin@epannapolis.org.
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THE GREAT CLOTHING GIVEAWAY RETURNS!

Saturday, April 9th
Anyone may come for free clothing and toys between 9:00AM - 12 Noon in the Fellowship Hall.
Our greatest needs are DONATIONS! This is a ministry that reaches out to people in the Annapo-
lis community, and last fall we had very little left over at the end. We are expecting an even greater turnout this
year. When you "spring clean", think about what you can send on Friday, April 8th.
We need clothes in all sizes, toys, books, and household items.
Donations for the Giveaway will be accepted on Friday, April 8th, from 3:00PM - 8:00PM.
Anyone needing more information may contact Linda Hannigan
at 410-647-2071 or mnlhannigan@gmail.com.

Please share this with anyone who might benefit from this ministry.

DEACONS AUTO CLINIC E aster FI owers
Saturday, April 9 ! lll . .
Help us celebrate the joy of Christ’s Resurrection with
) 8:00aM to 11:00AM flowers for the Sanctuary and Chapel
The Church Garage ¢ Bes-

]
_*Same day as the Great

: . _ | Flowers are from Homestead Growers.
“. Clothing Giveaway!

They may be purchased in memory of

. . . and/or in honor of loved ones.
+Oil change and minor mainte-

nance for widows, single women Deadline April 8th
and those who need help with Make checks payable to EP Church.
their cars.
Please bring an oil filter that fits | Easter Lily (3-4 blooms, single stem) NS ®———— Quantity
. Easter Lily (6-8 blooms, double stem) $16.50 — Quantity
your car and we will )
; Azaleas (indoor)
provide the rest. Sk $13.00 ————— Quantity
red $13.00 — Quantity
If you would like to volunteer e Whi(t;bl e iggg Quant:lty
or plan to attend and have a YArEREs VPR & Y
specific car problem other than |

the routine oil change,

please call Mike Hannigan at | Phone
410-647-2071

prior to April 9™,

I:l In honor of I:l In memory of I:l Check enclosed
Church Env. #

Watch for a sign-up table in the

Fellowship Hall toward the end

of March.

Please Print

Flowers may picked up after the 11:00AM service.
If you forget what size or color plant you have ordered, a list will be posted

outside of the Church Office.
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Counseling and Care

COUNSELING & EDUCATION helping people in
By Bob Borger need of change. (Cf.

Tuesday, Dec. 7, 2010 was an important day in my life as ~ Romans 15:14; He-
that was the day I finally shipped off my 328 page Doctor ~ brews 3:12-13) It's a

of Ministry Project for acceptance by Westminster Theo- comfort to know that

logical Seminary in Philadelphia. The Bible says that we while none of us

should not grow weary in well-doing (Galatians 6:9), but have “arrived” yet,

quite frankly there have been many days since beginning together we

my doctoral studies in August of 1999 that I wondered if ~ “journey” on. If

the work would ever be completed. I am deeply grateful to ~ you're experiencing a

my wife Jan, for her encouragement during this time and ~ particularly hard

her “loaning” me to this project for the past 11 years. struggle in your life,

Cyndy Crowner also provided invaluable proof-reading whether due to marital strife, addictions, depression, or

assistance. just the hurt of living in this broken world, please feel free
to give me a call at the Church Office and I will seek to

The name of the project is “The House That God Built: A match you up with a counselor who can walk with you on

Blueprint for Pastoral Marriage Ministry”. To be honest, this journey.

I've been on a journey of seeking to understand marriage

and biblical counseling better since the sudden death of my

first wife in 1982. My Master of Divinity degree (earned in -

1979) gave me a solid foundation that strengthened my , / 3

understanding of the Scriptures along with several decades //

of preaching two sermons a week. Nevertheless, I've long 4 ﬁm'i"’;‘f‘_x PN ‘ ! Wik .

desired to bring the application of the Bible’s power and f ; ) *; ey

promises to the counseling process. . f, 1 ‘“. “ "i M," el v .' e 7

That was much of the stimulus for my returning to semi- A LOVE FOR ALL TIME ,

nary 20 years after graduating for additional studies in pas- : X

toral counseling. This advanced training at Westminster Love that’s enduring,

Seminary and the Christian Counseling and Educational Faithful and true,

Foundation have been percolating in my soul for well over Love freely given

a decade now and I'm grateful not that “I've arrived” but To me and to you.

that this particular academic “monkey” is now off my back.
Well, almost that is...I'll be receiving feedback on the pro-
ject from Dr. David Powlison, Winston Smith, and Dr.
Garret Higbee in February 2011. After some final
“tweaking” I'll be asked to orally defend the project on
March 23, Then, Lord willing, I'll receive my degree on
May 26, 2011, coincidentally just 6 days after our son,
Justin Borger, graduates with his Master of Divinity degree
from Reformed Theological Seminary in Orlando.

Love everlasting,
Amazing and pure,
This love never waivers;
1t’s steadfast and sure.

This love comes from God,
The One who designed you.
This love comes from Him,
Who delights in you, too.

Be thankful God loves you
For now and all time.

His love is perfect;

His love is divine.

© Jeri Sweany

279K Y

The EP Counseling Ministry has other trained counselors
who help those who are struggling. Tom Thompson earned
his Master’s in Biblical Counseling from the Master’s Semi-
nary in California, while Belinda Pendleton earned her
MA in Biblical Counseling from Westminster Seminary in

Philadelphia.

All this education, however, has taught me and our other
counselors a very important fact that all of us are both
counselors and counselees at the same time. All of us in the
Body of Christ are both people in need of change, and
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MEN’S MINISTRY

By Tom Wenger

As a result of a lot of fruitful discussion and input, we are
re-evaluating the purpose and goals of our Men’s Ministry.
So a lot of what has typically gone on is currently on hold.
However, our weekly Bible studies are still going strong (a
list of them can be found on our website,
www.epannapolis.org/men.html) and the Men’s Breakfast
has kicked off its Winter/Spring Semester as we're discuss-
ing “God’s Will for Our Lives”. We meet at 6:00AM, Tues-
day mornings in The Cove and we’d love to have you join
us!

We have chosen to move the annual Men’s Retreat to the
Fall from now on, so there will NOT be a Men’s Retreat

% L TR R R W S S ) W - -,

LAYERS OF GRIEF
By Carolyn Woodie

Grief has many layers. When we experience the
death of someone we love, often we are over-
whelmed with the confusing feelings that wash over
us. One moment we can feel helplessness and an
hour later we can be filled with anger. For weeks we
can feel so apathetic about life, and then suddenly
we can feel urgency, fear, and inadequacy all at
once. How do we handle all these confusing emo-
tions especially, when we can hardly think straight
and are so very, very tired?

Grief can be so confusing. Loss of a loved one, no
matter the relation or age, can bring back the feel-
ings of grief that was experienced years before. One
young mother grieving the miscarriage of a much-
longed-for baby, is suddenly longing for the grand-
mother who died when she was ten and revisiting
the grief she experienced at that time. During your
journey of grief, you may identify additional losses.
Maybe in addition to losing your spouse, you have
suddenly lost the one who kept the financial books
balanced, your mechanic, your source of laughter,
your snow shoveler, your walking partner, or your
cook. How confusing this can be as you are trying to
adjust to your new normal.

God promises us comfort. What does God’s com-

fort look like? Where do you find it?

’m-“----— A N T T - T — -
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this February. As soon as details are available for the fall
retreat we will get them to you. We also hope to have our
new vision for the Men’s Ministry ready to go by this Sum-
mer, so stay tuned!

' GRACE & MEN CONFERENCE

MAY 13-14
Two Days! Friday Night 7:00 - 9:30PM
and Saturday 8:00AM - 1:00PM
$79 individual (5+ $50) or Group $29
EP Church Sanctuary
Register online at www.thegospelman.com.

Check the back of the EPistle for details.

-

\

“Find rest, O my soul, in God alone, my hope
comes from Him. He alone is my rock and my salva-
tion; He is my fortress, I will not be shaken.”

Psalm 62:5-6 ‘

“The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves
those who are crushed in spirit.” Psalm 34:18 ‘

Dr. Paul David Tripp says in order to receive God’s
comfort, you have to place yourself where His com-
fort is. God’s comfort can be found in prayer, the
Bible, time spent with other Christians, in God-
pleasing music, among other things. A GriefShare
group is a great place to find God’s comfort along
with others who understand your pain.

Our next 13-week GriefShare group begins on .
Wednesday, February 16™ from 7:00-9:00PM in The
Parlor and you can join the group any time during
the 13 weeks. If you are grieving, come join us or
bring a grieving friend. Brochures are in the Church
Office. For more information contact Paul and
Carolyn Woodie 410-626-8430 - caro-
lyn.woodie@verizon.net or Walt and Karen Asplund
410-923-3285 - asplundmd@yahoo.com. 9

(GRIEFSSHARE

¢
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None of us make it through life without suffering. It comes in different forms, at different times, but it inevitably comes. And when it
does, we wonder if life will ever be good again. Over the weekend of our Spring Women’s Retreat, we will look at the story of history's
most significant sufferer—Job—a godly man who suffered significantly, questioned boldly and emerged from his suffering with a life that
was described as good. How did he do it More importantly, how can we do it? Looking at Job's story, we will learn how we can respond
to suffering we have experienced or will experience in the future in a way that will draw us closer to God rather than estrange us from

him.

Wo menos
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Register for the conference with Annapolis EP Church:
Women's Ministry Office 410-266-8091, x127
or online @: epannapolis.org

Turf Valley Guest Room Reservations:
Deadline for reservations: March 14
Rate: $99 (+11% tax) per night, per room (up to 4 people)
By Phone: (888) 833-8873
Mention the Group ID: 27P3X9
EP Church Womends Retreat

By Webi www.turfvalley.com Enter Group ID: 27P3X9
Registration Information:
Cost: $85.00: Includes sessions, concert, continental break-
fasts, dessert Friday night, dinner Saturday evening and
brunch on Sunday. This does not include your room. You
must register for your room with Turf Valley.

Conf

Ret r e &nuswithguests

Nancy Guthrie...

Nancy Guthrie has a passion for
sharing God’s Word through her
growing national and international
Bible teaching ministry. She has
worked in the Christian publishing
industry for over two decades and is
the author of eight books including Holding On to
Hope, Hoping for Something Better, and Hearing
Jesus Speak into Your Sorrow. Nancy lives in Nash-
ville with her husband, David, and their son,
Matt, where they are part of Christ Presbyterian
Church. Nancy’s life experience has also signifi-
cantly affected her teaching style. “I've had to dig
into God’s Word in search of answers to hard
questions about who God is and how he works,
and I find that my listeners usually have the same
struggles and questions. And while I share openly
the deep hurts in my life, I also like to laugh.”
Nancy says the most important thing God has
given her is a love for His Word. “It is a treasure
to mine,” she says. “The deeper I go, the more I
see its wisdom, the more it authenticates itself,
the more it reveals to me the amazing mystery of

God.”

and Laura Story.

ike t ists and tur a maqun:
énlif o dtﬁ,agra tory’gfhg h[i]ﬁel
its share of unexpected moments -
some exhilarating, some terrifying,
and some simply beautiful to be-
hold. Leaning solely on her faith in
the sovereignty of God, Laura has
learned that no matter what comes around the
next bend, it’s going to be an incredible view.
Once an aspiring symphony conductor, Laura
didn’t even know she could sing - much less write
songs - until she was in her early twenties. Today,
Laura is not only a gifted vocalist and worship
leader, but also the composer of one of the most
beloved worship songs of our generation,
“Indescribable.” The song has topped charts and
been recorded by multiple artists, but most im-
portantly, it has helped people all over the world
experience our magnificent God. Laura had no
idea her life would be used for such a purpose.
She is still learning that God’s plan is far deeper
and wider than she ever thought possible.
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EP KIDS: SUNDAY MORNING SNAPSHOT

Join us on a virtual tour during the 11:00 hour

Obur first stop is The Chapel where 105 children ages 5 to 11 are worshipping in The
Well. We hear the kids chanting, “Come with joy! Drink of the living water and tell
others of His wonderful works!” There is a pause for prayer led by one of the fifth graders
and then The Well Worship Band leads the kids in a lively rendition of “Standing on the
Solid Rock...of Jesus.” After this Mrs. Jan Borger comes up front with her pal Pokey, the
turtle, and teaches on the special features of God’s storybook, the Bible. At 11:25 we see
the classes file out and put their offering in the galvanized steel buckets with a red heart on
them. These match the bucket hanging on the well which sits up front on the platform.

Continuing on our virtual tour we leave the fishbowl area outside The Chapel and walk through the
double doors into the Little Lambs nursery hallway (which will soon have a facelift!). The first door
we see on the left opens into our new Toddler 2 Room with bright green walls and colorful caterpillar
rug on the floor next to the toy shelves. Eight two-year olds are happily playing with their teachers -
two high school girls and an adult couple. Next door in the younger Toddler nursery we find

5 adults busy with 8 smaller toddlers: changing diapers, doing puzzles, laughing, talking, and
rocking. Across the hall, it is a very busy morning in the Infant Nursery Room with 8 babies

in various stages of sleepiness and wakefulness! '

Now we leave the annex building and go outside across the parking lot to The Ark, our pre-
school buildings down along the side of our lower parking lot. We see 5 colorful
flags flapping in the cold winter breeze. At the first door is a baby bear flag and
inside are eleven tired two-going-on 3 year olds finishing up their craft before
snack time. Next door in the Monkeys classroom, ten three year olds are getting
ready to play Duck, Duck, Goose after their Bible story time. It is very fun to watch
this process because it is their first time to play this classic game! Passing on into
Mod 3, we find eleven “giraffes” seated on chairs with their teachers talking
about things God had made. In the Elephants class, ten four year olds are sing-
ing “The B-I-B-L-E”, jumping up to shout “Bible!” at the end. The last classroom in the row is
our Zebras, who are the oldest children in The Ark. They will be going on our special “Kids
in the Pew” tour in August before starting Kindergarten in the fall.

Valerie, Christy, and I invite you to come again and visit us real soon!
Praising the Lord for all our wonderful teachers and caregivers...
and Covenant Children!

Linda Cate, Valerie Chick, and Christy Lenham
Children’s Ministry Team

VACATION BIBLE
SCHOOL
SUMMER SEAQUEST
JUNE 20-24

1'Yy2D

SQua Ip |

A

u

Al1l1s

Mar / Apr / May 2011

9



Outreach Ministry

OUTREACH MINISTRY UPDATES

By Laurie Nelson

Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the cityto which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the LORD for it, because if it
prospers, you too will prosper. Jeremiah 29:7

Operation Christmas Child is going year round again. Thank you again to all of
the many volunteers that helped staff our Relay Center this past November. We
collected 1,303 “Gospel Opportunities”, or shoeboxes, from churches and fami-
lies in our area, with our congregation preparing 504 shoeboxes. Hopefully many
of you who prepared the shoeboxes and paid online have gotten emails back of
where your boxes have been shipped. Please continue to pray for the children that
will be receiving shoeboxes throughout the year.

Year-Round Collection Will Begin In March! We will begin collecting various
shoebox items throughout the year to enable the youth group to have another
packing party like they did this past November. Look over the following list
(remember think small, it all needs to fit in a shoebox) and those who love to shop
for sales we will be collecting the following:

March - Small stuffed animals (i.e.. Beanie Babies)

April - Small Girl Toys ( i.e.. jump ropes, dolls, hair bows)

May - Small Boy Toys (i.e.. cars, yo-yos , balls)

June - Toiletries (i.e.. combs, brush, bar soap, washcloths)

July - School Supplies (i.e.. pencils, paper, crayons)

August - Clothing ( underwear, t-shirts, shorts, gloves, hats)

September - Anything Goes

October - Hard Candy

This is a great opportunity to get your schools, organizations, neighbors, and friends involved. It’s a way we as
individuals can be missionaries to children around the world right from our home. It may be the only time
these children and their families ever have the chance to hear the Gospel.

Harvest Sunday for the Lighthouse Shelter will be held this spring on Sunday, May 22. More information to
come on the nonperishable foods of which they are most in need.

Kids to Camp Kickoff will begin this March. This ministry has been an amazing opportunity that our congre-
gation has continued to support for the past 6 years. Last year we blew through our goal of sending 20 children
to camp and were able to actually send 25 children (19 from Woodside Gardens, 3 Angel Tree, and 3 Iglesia
de Dios) to Camp Wabanna for a week. This is a wonderful opportunity that not only allows these children to
do things they may never have been able to experience but also allows them to hear the Gospel daily which in
many instances has been life changing. Our Send a Kid to Camp informational dinner for all of our campers
and their families will be on Saturday, May 7 from 5:00PM- 7:00PM. If you are interested in helping out with
this dinner, please contact Laurie at x103.

Strong Towers Homeless Ministry has been serving the Lord and the hearts of the lost, forsaken, crushed,
and persecuted (Matthew 25:31-46) within Annapolis, Baltimore, and Washington, DC since 2007, “To glo-
rify God by proclaiming the passion of Jesus Christ toward the homeless and lost.” We are asking for a dona-
tion of used or new tents and sleeping bags. These donations can be dropped off at the Outreach Table in the
Fellowship Hall or in the Church Office. Touching stories can be found online via their website, strongtow-
ers.org under NEWS. For more information on donating, please email Todd Materazzi at

info@strongtowers.org.

Other ongoing ministries in our community for you to be involved in are the following:
Moms in Touch - is a group whose mission is to impact children and schools worldwide for Christ by gather-
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ing mothers to pray. If you are interested, there is a group in
Annapolis that meets bi-monthly on Mondays at 9:00AM to
pray for their children, their schools, their teacher, and
their administrators. If you are interested in joining or
would like more information on how to start a group at
your school, please contact Christy Lenham at cplen-
ham@verizon.net.

Woodside Gardens Homework Haven is looking for tutors
in Math or Reading for children ages 5 - 12 Monday
through Friday from 3:00 to 6:00PM. If you are a high
school student interested in volunteering, Rachel Collins
(rcollins@epannannapolis.org) serves with a group every
Tuesday from 4:00 to 5:00PM. If you are available any other
day, please contact Laurie Nelson.

Germantown Elementary Good News Club (located near

Dear EP Families,

My husband, our six

er s. After all, the poo

-

and hope youdll take the

The Bednark Family

the Armory is up and running. Our church has had the opportunity to serve dinner 3
the past 2 months. EP Church is committed to preparing and serving dinner the 4"
Saturday of every month. Immediate dates available are 3/26 and 4/23. The facility
is able to accommodate 60-70 residents which is a considerable increase in numbers
from the previous facility. We are encouraging several families, Sunday school

classes or small groups to come together and prepare the meal. The larger and better &2 A
-equipped kitchen facility has made these meals a lot easier to prepare and serve.

- year - old son and | have served dinner at
the Lighthouse Shelter twice in the last six months. | wanted to

tell all of you what a blessing it has been to our family to be in-

volved in the work of Christ with the homeless in Annapolis. Part of the reason |
wanted to volunteer is that | want to impress upon my son how lucky he is to have
more than what he needs, and how important it is to share what he can with oth-

tunity to teach him about the needs of the homeless in his com-
munity. We have had him help us in the preparation of the food
both times, and he enjoyed helping in the kitchen. We prepared a
large batch of spaghetti the first time, and a large batch of
macaroni and cheese with ham the second time. The residents of
the shelter were overwhelmingly grateful both times for the meals
that we provided. Every step of the way they help out, from
unloading the car at the shelter to making sure you understand
the layout of the kitchen and how the meal will be served. They
greatly appreciated us taking time to pray with them and taking
prayer requests from them. | have been blessed to have been a part of this ministry,

the USNA stadium) every Thursday from 3:45 to 5:30PM.
Clothing Exchange - Saturday, April 9, 9:00AM to 12:00PM
in the Fellowship Hall. Donations (clothes in all sizes, toys,
books, and household items) may be dropped off after
3:00PM on Friday, April 8. For more information or to vol-
unteer to help, contact Linda Hannigan at mnlhanni-
gan@verizon.net.

ESL Classes - Tuesdays at 7:00PM . Volunteer teachers and
assistants are needed. No experience necessary. For more
information on how to get involved, please contact Terry
Brandon at terryabrandon@aol.com.

For more information on any of the ministries listed above,
please contact Laurie Nelson at Inelson@epannapolis.org.

-

Leslee Bednark and friends
that helped serve in January.
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Mission Field News

MISSIONS

Roberta Brown is a missionary for MTW (Mission to the
World), serving in Japan. She is on home mission assign-
ment in the United States for the next year. During that
time, she will be living in AEP’s Mission House until June
and then from September to January of next year.

Roberta became a Christian while in high school. She
joined an international Bible study group at the University
of Maryland, Baltimore County. She met many Asians, who
were studying the Bible for the first time, and was intrigued
by their thirst for God’s Word. She visited an MTW church
planting team that was located outside Tokyo. While there,
she realized that she was gifted with administrative skills
and that God could form her into His missionary. She be-
came a full-time missionary in 1992.

Roberta still works on a church planting team. She usually
teaches six English classes a week. During these classes, she
conducts one hour of English and then a half-hour Bible
study. Many students come to learn English, but become
interested in the Bible after attending classes. Roberta is
then able to point them to a Japanese Bible study. Most of
her work is administrative. She works as the manager over-
seeing finances, helps to get books translated, helps other
missionaries to do their job better, and fills in for missionar-
ies who are off the field for a period of time.

Roberta feels her greatest blessing is watching people learn
about Christ and seeing the Spirit of God begin to work in
their lives. After each English class, they open the Bible,
study it, and discuss it in class. Roberta states, “It is a great
delight to see my students begin to understand the Word of
God and to watch it take root in their lives for the first
time.” Her biggest challenge, along with the Japanese lan-
guage issue, is to keep her focus on God’s loving-kindness
when she is surrounded by constant change and the need
for decision.

During her year in the United States, Roberta is hoping to
reconnect with supporters and communicate the impor-
tance of the work their support is enabling her to continue.
She hopes to take some counseling and Japanese courses to
help her be a better missionary in Japan. Roberta, also,
wants time to get to know our culture, her supporting
churches, and her missionary agency better. Roberta needs

to raise additional support in order for her to return to Ja-
pan.

Prayer Requests:

1. Pray that she would continue to adjust well in her tran-
sition to the States and find accountability and fellow-
ship.

2. Pray that she would be refreshed and have good times
with family and extended family, and that she would
give vision to supporting churches and individuals that
she visits.

3. Pray that she would hear God as she seeks His wisdom
regarding future direction and that she would be
equipped for her next four-year term in Japan.
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FROM THE DIRECTORS KEYBOARD
By Randy Pendleton
In writing this issue, [ thought EP church

would like to see the team structure
of the Worship Arts Ministry. You will notice that two
of the teams are in need of volunteers. Please pray for
these teams and that God would send individuals.
Worship Arts Director - Randy Pendleton

Worship elders - Tom Thompson, Chuck Cochran
Organist - Lois White

Administrator - Birgitt Adams

Worship Band Leadership Team -

Angela Bailey, Joe Stephens

Choir Leadership Team - Jill Furniss

Worship Librarian - Elice Shelton

Choir Communication - Ann Richardson,

Alicia Sweeney

Visual Technology - Ruth Burge

Audio Technology / Sound Person - Bruce Miller, Ben
Deibert, Doug Mules, Dennis Logan, and Jim Iglesias.
*Staging crew desperately needs individuals who can
do weekly set-up and tear-down of sound & musical
gear for services & special events) *Youth Band desper-
ately needs individuals who would partner with me in
running the Youth Worship band.

Children’s Music -

Cherub Choir - Lynne Sarich
The Well - Sandy Smith

JR Choir - Ruth Burge

As I continue to look at the future of the Worship and
Arts Ministry I will be working on the following:
e Training, recruiting, and developing sound/tech
teams.
o Gathering our instrumentalists and vocalists to-
gether to create musical diversity.
 Searching for new musical arrangements to be
used by our choirs and bands.
+ Developing our Youth and Young adults to lead
EP in worship.
+ Finding men and women who will hear the call
for our staging crew.

The list could go on but as the Spirit leads me, and
through God’s timing, we will all draw closer in how to
serve and lead our church. A key phrase that I hold on
to from John Frame concerning worship is, i | n

worship, the good news that Jesus died for our sins and risen

—~gloriously

?
a|)|

from Wenaimed e ¢
become more hung-up on the music and forget that the
Word of the Gospel is our link to our Lord and mas-

ter.

Galatians 2:20 has been my key verse as I lead worship,
Al have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live,
but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the
flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
hi ms el Ifyoufam ihtereRieel in Golunteering or
have any questions, contact me at rpendle-
ton@epannapolis.org.

MUSIC DURING THE LORD’S SUPPER

During our communion time I have been asked, “Why
do we have music! Instrumentals or singing distracts me from
my prayers of confession to God.” The prayers of confes-
sion come prior to our time of celebration of the bread
and cup that symbolizes Christ’s sacrifice for our sins.
The songs that are played or sung are to help us cele-
brate what Christ did for us. As we listen or sing, it
prevents our minds from wandering away to thoughts
other then God’s lavish gift to us. Remember, God in-
vites us to His table to feed us with His own life, to
strengthen us before sending us out. In communion,
He unites us together in Jesus Christ as His reconciled
and reconciling people.

We respond by receivingthe L 0 r d 6 Sharfgit@ p
gether in the bread and cup, as a communion in the
body and blood of Christ given for our salvation. We
remember together His gift to us, in singing or listen-
ing to a communion song, as we receive from the

Lord’s Table.
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Library Lines

LIBRARY LINES
By Ruth Burge

In many way the Library at EP is an undiscovered treasure. We have thousands of books, CD’s, and DVD’s cov-
ering a wide variety of topics and for both adults and children. We are continually adding current publications.
Even if you generally like to own books you read, the Library is an opportunity for you to peruse or try books you
might want to eventually buy. Come on in soon and see what might be of use or interest to you as you seek to
grow in your Christian life. Discover the treasure! Here are a few of our newer additions:

Politics is a complicated issue and not nearly as black
and white as the TV networks sometimes present.
Here are two books that might challenge your think-
ing in this area. Wayne Grudem is a respected theolo-
gian and Carl Trueman, from the UK, teaches at
Westminster Theological Seminary.

WAYNE GRUDEM

REPUBLOCRAT

BERAL CONSRAYATT

ACCORDING TO THE BIBLE

CARL R. TRUEMAN

TORIWORE BY PEIER & LRLARASK

’ Chris Klicka worked for
years as an attorney for
Home School Legal Defense

- Association while battling

MS. This is not a journal

about home schooling, but

'~ about God’s faithfulness in

the midst of a declining

body. A very inspiring read.

Read about God’s
faithful pursuit of
sinners like Jonah
in this new book

FULLIAN TCHIVIDJIAN

by the new pastor

SURPRISED by GRACE ‘
of Coral Ridge

For children, check out the
latest in picture book biogra-
phies of famous Christian
leaders, this one on John
Owen. We also have
Augustine and John Calvin in
this series.

7,

YOIN

OWE N

Presbyterian
Church, Tullian
Tchividjian.

“Like Us” on Facebook: Search for EP Annapolis Church Library and click the “like” button to receive regular updates about material

in the Library. We have 110 fans so far.

Library Hours: You may have access to the Library almost any time during the week, but librarians are available to assist you on Sunday

morning before and after all services. When the new member class is not in session, the Library is free during the 11:00 hour for lei-

surely browsing of material.

Library Location: The Library is located in the Library/Board Room in the corner of the hall behind the Sanctuary between the Wor-

ship Office and the Church Offices.

Library Website: To browse our catalogue from your home computer, visit the Library website at www.libraryworld.net/opac. The Li-
brary name is EPA Church Library. Select the guest option. No password is needed. Then search by keyword, title, author, or subject.

Librarian: Ruth Burge, riburge@epannapolis.org.
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EP’S ROMANIAN OUTREACH

Psalm 115: 1 #fANot t o us, O Lord, not to us but t o

EP Church has an ongoing multi-prong outreach to Romania which has a rich history of providing ministry to young
and old alike within long-standing relationships with multiple Baptist Churches in this developing country. The primary
purpose of this outreach is to spread the gospel through worship, fellowship, through studying
God’s word together, and providing medical assistance. As is always the case with mission ef-
forts, a side benefit is strengthening the faith of EP’s student and adult missionaries.

Summer Missions Teams to Romania includes VBS - This exciting EP ministry is conducted
at two Baptist Churches in the small rural towns of Vicov and Radauti in the northern-most
parts of Romania very close to the Ukraine border. The team comprises high school seniors
and adults that conduct half-day week-long VBS programs attended by 300-350 children. An excellent relationship has
developed with both churches and the VBS program is a great opportunity to expose these Romanian children to how
the gospel can work in their lives. Our EP students take responsibility for conducting portions of the program and it has
become an excellent means of giving our young people an opportunity to exercise their faith and serve the Lord in a
cross-culture situation.

Camp Ministry - The camp ministry is associated with the Targovista Baptist Church in South-
ern Romania. The EP Missions Team helps conduct a six day residential camp for 60 inter-city
teenagers; of which half are believers. The group of nine EP college students and young adults
conduct daily Bible studies, give testimonies and messages at evening services, provide musical
support and other camp activities. The EP team also stays several days with families in Targo-
vista and assists in Church services on the Sundays before and after the camp.

Medical Clinics - EP’s two medical teams conduct clinics at various locations in both the Targovista and Vicov/Radauti
areas. Medical Teams typically consist of Physicians, Physician Assistants, Nurse Practitioners and Nurses and others
who help with patient control and pharmacy assistance. Pharmacy supplies are obtained from a number of different
sources. An effort is made to complete a patient card for each person seen that indicates the medications given to that
person for later oversight.

The Helping Hands Foundation - EP is participating with this not-for-profit organization and has provided free medical
surgical care to patients in Sucevea. EP’s own Dr. Tom Harries has made several trips to Roma-
nia to perform corrective hand surgeries and train Romanian doctors.

Planning Family Life Conferences - In the fall of 2010, Pastor O’Neil, Tom, Mary, and Grace
Thompson held the first conference in 3 locations in Romania which featured biblical teaching,
encouragement and counseling mainly to help the pastors and their wives be able to share in ministry together. This has
led to inviting four of the pastor's wives to come to our Women’s conference in April to better equip us to serve and
understand them.

Mission Team 2011 - The team for this summer is currently being finalized for June 22nd thru early July mission trip to
Romania. We have always been amazed and encouraged by the wonderful out-flowing of your love as demonstrated by
prayer support, financial support, school supplies, medications, and clothing that has been cheerfully donated.

List of Items Needed:

Medications - analgesics (pain-relievers), Aspirin, Ibuprofen, Acetaminophen; antacids-Tums, Maalox, Rolaids (small
bottles).

Vitamins - adult and children, calcium, arthritis creams and salves, Bengay, etc.

Antibiotic Creams - A&D ointment, Neosporin, Desitin, Hydrocortisone creams. If you have any question about the
medication needed, call or email me at 410-757-7671 or docandruth@gmail.com.

Additional Items: Old eye glasses, toothbrushes and toothpaste, school supplies - crayons, glue sticks, pencils, small zip-
lock bags.

There is a Romania box in the Church Office for your donations.
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