
Seeking the Renewal of Annapolis 
by Pastor Bruce 
 
Does EP have a compelling vision for its 
future?  I think so.  A vision is a picture of 

the future defined by shared values that influences what 
we do in the present.  I was speaking with Pastor Jim 
Ferguson about Bill Mahlow, the longest serving pastor 
of EP.  It seems Pastor Mahlow envisioned the church 
as a ñfamily.ò  He even asked the members of the 
church to call him Uncle Bill.    
 
When EP was established back in 1964 there were not 
many evangelical churches in Annapolis. This was one 
of the reasons EP grew so fast in those early years.  If 
you were an evangelical in the 1970s, whether you were 
a Presbyterian, a Baptist or a Methodist, more than 
likely you attended our church. Our unity centered 
around the gospel and reaching Annapolis for Christ.  
These were exciting days for EP and the Annapolis 
Christian community. Sunday nights attracted many 
believers to fellowship and worship together. In those 
days, many youth came to Christ through Young Life, 
and later their parents. And like a family, what united 
us was greater than our differences. 
 
What is our vision now? What picture is so compelling 
that it fosters cooperation and commitment from a 
large congregation like ours? What vision begins to at-
tract leaders and resources from within our church that 
develops new ideas and ministries? In 2005 the elders 
of our church began asking these questions in the face 
of calling a new pastor. They wrote out a new vision for 
our church based on shared values. Though the vision 
has remained the same over the last few years it has un-
dergone a few revisions in wording. 
 
We want to be a community of grace seeking the renewal of 
Annapolis.  We are a community of grace. This differen-
tiates EP from the Rotary Club or some other service 
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organization working for the betterment of our city.  
We are a community marked by grace. Giving and re-
ceiving grace defines our community. 
 
We are seeking the renewal of Annapolis. What kind of 
renewal do we want to see? We want to seek the spiri-
tual, cultural and social renewal of Annapolis. What 
does this mean? We donôt merely live in our city, we 
love our city because God loves the city. Though our 
first parents lived in a garden, we long for a new Jeru-
salem, a new city. We donôt tolerate Annapolis; we 
work for its betterment. It would be descriptive to say 
EP is a church for Annapolis.  
 
Why would we want to see Annapolis flourish?  We 
do not believe that the gospel merely affects oneôs per-
sonal relationship with Christ or oneôs love for the 
church, but it also compels you to serve the world 
around you.  John Piper, preacher and author, once 
wrote: ñMissions is needed wherever God is not wor-
shipped.ò If the newspapers are right, more than 70% 
of our community does not attend church.   Our city 
is a mission field.  
 
Our vision is more than sharing the gospel with every 
person in our city.  You could accomplish this by plac-
ing full page ads in The Capital and run commercials 
on television.  We donôt want Annapolis to just hear 
the gospel.  We want Annapolis to change culturally 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Elders for 2009 

Tom Beall, Dan Billingsley, Jim Burge, Chuck Cochran, Floyd 
Gilkey, Bruce Holtzman, George Janvier, Clif McClain, Brian 
Miller, Bruce Miller, Rob Niewoehner, Adrian Park, Peter Polk, 
Don Rice, Bill Richardson, Ace Sarich, Glenn Schmincke, Al 
Strong, Tom Thompson, Jim Wilkins III. 
 

Deacons for 2009 

Walt Asplund, BJ Bigelow, Joshua Bird, Robin Burns, Jeff 
Donaldson, Scott Furniss, Tim Geis, Mike Hannigan, Mike 
Hoffman, Bill Hoover, Scott Howie, Jeff Hulting, Bob Hulting, 
Thomas Hughes, Al Kairys, Mark Lentz, Jay Mahaffey, Steve 
Marshall, Al Medeiros, Paul Mexcur, John Morris, Wayne Muel-
ler, Robert Murphy, Tom Olthoff, Ritchie Park, Paul Piccioni, 
Mike Riith, Louis Smith, Jim Taylor, Jim Wilson, Glenn 
Woodruff. 

A community of Godôs people seeking the Spiritual, Cultural, and Social renewal of Annapolis and the sur-

rounding community as we are moved by the Gospel into devotion to Jesus Christ, love for His Body, and service to 
His Worldéthat Christ would be glorified, and that Annapolis and the world would know that God has sent His Son. 

and socially.  There are injustices in education and 
housing opportunities that must be addressed. The 
gospel compels us to relieve the suffering we see.  It 
is because God is going to one day renew all things 
that we can work toward that end in the present.  
We have been brought into our Fatherôs business.   
 
This vision also asks us to integrate our faith and 
work.  Many Christians do not see the connection 
between their faith and their work.  We tend to 
only disciple people in our faith, but fail to show 
how their faith shapes their view of work.  The 
Church was once heavily involved in the arts, gov-
ernment, business, medicine and academia.  Now 
Christians donôt know how to integrate their faith 
and work.   
 
The purpose of this article is not to detail the 
many possible applications and ministries that our 
vision could evoke.  Frankly, we believe that is your 
job, the members of this community of grace in 
Annapolis.  Our job is to provide an incubator and 
academy where ideas are formed and developed by 
you.  The purpose of this paper is to stimulate your 
thinking and prayer life to this end. 
 
It is to this end that we will be studying the book 
of Jonah on Sunday Mornings in worship.  I be-
lieve we can learn much about our calling and min-
istry from this short Old Testament book.  

(Continued from page 1) 
EP STAFF  AND OFFICERS 
Senior Pastor  - Bruce OôNeil, ext 111 
Executive Pastor  - Dan Smith, ext 111 
Counseling and Care Pastor  - Bob Borger, ext 118 
Visitation Pastor  - Jim Ferguson 
Congregational Life Minister  - Tom Beall, ext 117 
Director of Womenôs Ministry  - Jenny Woodruff, ext 127 
Discipleship Pastor - Tom Wenger, ext 105 
Community Outreach Coordinator - Laurie Nelson, ext125 
Assistant Pastor of Youth Ministry - Greg Doty, ext 116 
Assistant Youth Director - Rachel Collins, ext 128 
Youth Intern - Cortney Moore, ext 128 
Childrenôs Ministry Coordinator - Linda Cate, ext 126 
Nursery & Preschool Coordinator - Valerie Chick, ext 119 
Elementary Coordinator -  Christy Lenham, ext 119 
Organist  - Lois White 
Director of Worship Arts - Randy Pendleton, ext 106 
Administrative Director - Herb Conklin, ext 113 
Ministerial  Administrator - Sue Sadlier, ext 111 
Database Administrator - Annette See, ext 125 
Publications Administrator -  Melissa Drouin, ext 112 
Maintenance Administrator - Dannie Smith, ext 121 
Manager of Plant Ops - Dean Rodgers, ext 104 
 

The staff can be reached at 410-266-8091 plus the extensions as noted. 
You may visit our web site at http://www.epannapolis.org/staff.html 
to send anyone on staff an email. 
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Deadline for the  
Mar/Apr/May EPistle is February 2nd 

The EPistle is published quarterly and distributed free of 
charge to members and friends of Annapolis EP. For submis-
sions, send them to mdrouin@epannapolis.org, by email or 
paper copy to the Church Office. Submissions may be edited 
for clarity and brevity. 
 
If you would like to receive the EPistle electronically, please 
email Melissa Drouin, mdrouin@epannapolis.org. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE  NOTES 

PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING  
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
Thank you so much for all of the prayers, 
cards, food and visits during my recent knee 
surgery. Even though I had several problems, 
God gave me peace and kept me safe. I am 
still in therapy but slowly moving ahead. 
 
God Bless You All, 
Rosalie Case 
 
 
EP Family, 
Gerald and I are so thankful for all your 
prayers, concerns and food treats. Your help 
has been more then words can express. 
 
Sincerely, 
Ethel Ferte 

DECORATING FOR THE HOLIDAY! 
The Flower Committee will be decorating for the 
holiday on the following days this year. 
 

Monday, November 30th, they will be placing the 
tree in the Sanctuary. 

 
Tuesday, December 1st from 9:00-5:00PM, the arti-
ficial wreaths and swags will go up. Snacks and 
lunch will be supplied. 

 
Thursday, December 3rd from 10:00-4:00PM will 
be the finishing touches.  

 
If you have any questions or 
would like to help, call Carol 
Bishop 410-987-8009 or 
Brenda Hulting 410-923-2511.  

ATTENTION  ALL HOMESCHOOLING PARENTS 
Please mark on your calendars to attend the Annapo-

lis Classical Tutorial Service OPEN HOUSE January 
25th, from 9:00 to 11:00AM at EP Church. Come 

meet our tutors and peruse our curriculum.  
 

For more information: 
email: Actsinquiries@gmail.com 
www.epannapolis.org/acts.html 

410-266-8091 ext. 129 

GIVING  THRU  NOVEMBER 15 
Operating Fund: Year To Date 
 Budgeted Giving $ 2,011,000 
 Actual Giving $ 2,112,000 
 Surplus or (Deficit)   $    101,000                
Building (Campaign) Fund 
 Total Amount Pledged for 3 Yrs on 01/01/08 $   646,000 
 Anticipated Giving to Date $   407,000 
 Actual Giving to Date $   299,000 
Ahead or (Behind) Anticipated Giving Level  ($  108,000)  
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UPCOMING EVENTS  

MENôS RETREAT 
February 20-22, at Camp Wabanna. ñManôs Search for 
Meaningò will be the theme of next yearôs retreat. The 
cost will be the same as last year - $115 per person, 
which includes 2 nights stay, dessert Friday night, 3 
meals on Saturday, brunch on Sunday. Scholarship 
money is available so donôt let finances be 
a determining factor in whether or 
not you go. Put these dates on 
your calendar now and plan 
to join 100 other men for a 
great time of fellowship, 
teaching, small group 
interaction, great food, 
games, and getting to 
know some men you 
havenôt met before.  
 
A brochure will be 
available and sign-up 
will begin in early 
January. Be praying 
about who you might ask 
to join you this year ï your 
son, father, men in your Bi-
ble Study or Sunday School 
class, neighbors, or friends. Our 
prayer is that we will each grow deeper 
in our love for Christ, that relationships will be 
strengthened between us, and that our Lord will show 
us that ñHeò is the real meaning for our lives. For more 
information please call Tom Beall. 

DISCIPLESHIP 
Jesusô job for the church is to ñmake disciples of all 
menò, but how do we do this? What does it mean to be 
a disciple of Christ? Have you put yourself in a place 
where you can grow in Christ? Are you around the peo-
ple of God, the Body, who can encourage you and help 

you become a disciple? Christ took 12 men 
who became His disciples as they 

lived and walked together for 3 
years; Paul always took an-

other brother with him on 
his missionary journeys; 

and our Lord put us 
into the body of Christ 
so we could interact 
together as iron sharp-
ens iron. Who is your 
ñiron sharpenerò, 
your brother who 
walks along beside you 
on the journey? If you 

are not in a small group 
of men or a one-to-one 

relationship where you can 
encourage each other to fol-

low the Lord, I would encour-
age you to join one of the groups 

already going or grab a couple of men 
you would be comfortable with and start your 

own group. I would be glad to help you get started. 
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To encourage men to grow in their faith and love for Jesus Christ;  
To provide fellowship opportunities and growth in the Body of Christ; 

 To provide opportunities for using spiritual gifts in ministry  
To share the Good News of the Gospel to a dying world. 

BASKETBALL 
We are currently forming a Menôs Basketball 

team to play in a new league at the Severn cam-
pus of Annapolis Area Christian School, about a 
20 minute drive from EP. Games will be played 
Monday and/or Thursday evenings at 8:00PM 

and 9:00PM. The season runs 10 weeks from the 
week of January 11 till March 15. No age require-
ment. Cost is $25-$40 depending on number of 
players and cost of jerseys. This is a good oppor-

tunity to bring your non-believing friends to play 
with the team and introduce them to some other 

Christian Men in a non-threatening environ-
ment. If you are interested in more information, 
would like to sign up to play, or would help or-

ganize the team please contact Tom Beall. 

December ï April  
 Menôs Fraternity continues 
January  
 EP Menôs Basketball team season begins 
February  20-22 
 Menôs Retreat at Camp Wabanna 
March 
 Serve Fellowship Dinner  
April 
 Fishing Trips 
June 
 Orioles Baseball game 

 
 
 

Watch the bulletin for details of upcoming events or pick 
up a schedule on the Menôs Bulletin Board.  

Contact Tom Beall at 410-266-8090 ext. 117 or email at 
tabeall@epannapolis.org for more information.  
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emember, O LORD, your great mercy and love, for they are from of old. Remember not the sins of my youth and 
my rebellious ways;  according to your love remember me, for you are good, O LORD.òPsalm 25:6-7  
 
 
ver since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, I have not stopped giving 
thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious 
Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. Ephesians 1:15-17 
 
 
entioning you in our prayers. We continually remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, 
your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we know, broth-
ers loved by God, that he has chosen you, because our gospel came to you not simply with words, but also with 
power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction. I Thessalonians 1:2-5 
 
ven youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; but those who hope in the LORD  will renew 
their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be 
faint. Isaiah 40:30-31 
 
 
ay we each take time this holiday season and at the beginning of the year to consider Godôs goodness and work in 
our lives; make time to thank God for His Spirit that upholds us and renews us. 
 
 
elieving ñthat he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.ò  Phi-
lippians 1:6 
 
 
And that... 
very good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not 
change like shifting shadows. He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of 
firstfruits of all he created. James 1:17-18  
 
 
emember the Following Dates 
Womenôs Ministry Christmas Dinner-December 12th 
Women's Ministry Prayer Team Morning Retreatï January 16th 
A Retreat for WomenðMarch 19th-21st at the  
 Turf Valley Hotel, Ellicot City, Baltimore 

Dear Friends,  
      So, a lady walks into my office...actually it was a coworker with a reminder that our 
articles for the EPistle are dueð You guessed it ð today! She joked, óthink Iôll go see what I 
wrote last year, wonder if anyone will remember.ô A light went off in my afternoon-nap-
needing brain; I could go back not just one year, but 7 years! No one will ever remember 
that far back! So I went searching.. . 
  * A reminder, the years of files point to Godôs goodness and graciousness to me and the 
Womenôs Ministries at EP. Thank you Lord for the organization of files on the server and 
the years of Your ministry in and through so many women who have joyously served you. 
There buried deep in drop down menus and lists I dug up several Thanksgiving acrostics. 
Great Idea! So Iôve gone with the same method but a new word.  
  *Another reminder: Godôs the same yesterday, today and tomorrow- new challenges, 
new trials, new joys, new sorrows each year, but all  the same purpose: all for Godôs 
glory. 

 
The Goal: The goal of Womenôs 
Ministries is to see every woman 
become a mature worshipper of 
God; that she would know Him 
personally and be committed to 
extending His Kingdom in her life, 
church, community and through-
out the world.  
 

The Purpose: Women's Ministries 
exist to provide opportunities for 
women to be transformed by the 
gospel through worship, prayer, 
study, fellowship, evangelism and 
service.  

Womenõs Ministries: Womenõs Ministries: Womenõs Ministries: Joining our hearts on the Lordõs path...Joining our hearts on the Lordõs path...Joining our hearts on the Lordõs path...   

E 

R 

M  

E 

R 

E 

M  

B 

In His Grace and with my 
prayers for you all... 
Jenny  Woodruff 
Director of  
Womenõs Ministries 
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Come with Joy 
Drink From the Well of Salvation  

Tell Others of His Wonderful Works 
 

This is our motto in The Well, our 
ministry to EP Kids from diapers 
through elementary school and beyond 
ï theyôre still our kids! Our partners in 
this ministry include parents, friends, 
siblings and staff all joining together to 
ñtell the next generation the praisewor-
thy deeds of the Lordéthen they will 
put their trust in God.ò (Psalm 78:4,7)  
It is for Godôs glory and by His grace 
this worthy endeavor is undertaken.  
 

As we teach the children weekly in 
Sunday School and midweek Bible 
clubs how much God has blessed us, 
we also want to provide them with op-
portunity to bless others. This fall we 
launched the ñMissions Connectionsò 
program in partnership with our mis-
sions committee. We have adopted 
four missionary families: the Kaissôs, 
Ardills, Lloyds and Van Hornes. Each 
elementary class has one of these fami-
lies assigned to them. They pray for 
their missionary families regularly, 
send them cards, and receive new up-
dates on them as often as possible. Iôm 
very thankful for Sue Kairys, who is 
directing this program for us! The Sun-
day offering project this fall has been 
raising money to build bunk beds for 
the homeless in Rivka, Latvia. We col-
lected over $250 for that cause. David 
and Elaine Lloyd are ministering the 
gospel to the Latvian people there. Our 
Christmas Offering project gives the 
children an opportunity to help the 
less fortunate in our area. We will be 
collecting adult-size hats and gloves 
and /or money in partnership with a 
local faith-based ministry to the home-
less called Strong Towers. 
 

Last month Childrenôs Ministry joined 
with our Outreach Ministry to host the 
Veggie Tales Family Movie Night fea-
turing Operation Christmas Child. 
Many families enjoyed the movie, pop-
corn, and decorating their own shoe-
box to pack with small gifts for a needy 
child. This year if you make a donation 

online, you can track where your shoe-
box is sent! 
 

Looking ahead to the Advent season, 
mark your calendars for our Christmas 
Eve Matinee Service at 4:30PM on De-
cember 24. Valerie Chick is looking 
for preschoolers who would like to 
participate in that service. You can 
reach her at 443-203-0287 or 
cchick@comcast.net. The Christmas 
Eve Family Service is 7:00PM that same 
night.  
 

In closing, Iôd like to share with you a 
quote I saw at the 2009 Baltimore Re-

gional Great Expectations Childrenôs 
Ministry Conference. Every member of 
the covenant community ought to feel, every 
hour of the day, that, next to making his/
her own calling and election sure, nurturing 
the next generation is the end for which he/
she is kept alive by God. This is our task on 
earth!  Nothing is more important. What a 
churchôs covenant children become is what 
that covenant community will become. 
   Louis Berkof 
 
In Christôs Service, 
Linda Cate 
Childrenôs Ministry Coordinator  
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BATTALION  
by Ernest Norman 
Christian Service Brigade is a ministry for dads and boys. The boys benefit by 
having a safe place to relate to other young men and the dads benefit by having a 
safe place to relate to other adult men. Why, if the name is Christian Service 
Brigade, is the ministry called Battalion? The answer is complex.  
 

We (dads) hope to instill in the boys and awaken among ourselves older values 
which cut across the grain of post-modern culture. Ideally the boys are taught to 
care for the younger and weaker members in their squads. Over their five or six 
year experience, these younger members will pass from early adolescence to 
young manhood and will at some point turn and care for the little guys whom 
God has placed in their midst. This is all done under the aegis of Christ with the 
understanding that this is how his kingdom always works everywhere. But we 
(dads) always remember that we are dealing with boys who in actuality are little 
men. The scripture teaches the difference between gentleness and mere softness 
as well as the difference between strength and mere cru-
elty. Our own hearts are quickened and purified as we 
see the sword of the Spirit separating between bone and 
marrow in the lives of our sons. We hope God will pro-
vide us with young men who are able to do hard things 
in gentle care of the flock inspired by a fixed love of the 
Good Shepherd. The concept of a battalion serves us 
well; soldiers of different skills at different points of development moving along 
together toward a common hope.         The Wilderness Café - featuring Stone Soup 
 

Let me use an example from my own life. I am the camp chef. I have grown in 
this capacity from just the cook to more like a broker. I set the menu and do the 
shopping for a given weekend but as soon as I get to the camp I am surrounded 
by helpers. When the cookingôs done, others immediately begin cleaning up. 
This all happens without my ever having to guilt anyone or post a sign-up sheet. 
This weekend during the breakfast rush I was cooking eggs and not keeping up. I 
looked past the next griddle from mine (where hotcakes were jumping like 
salmon) and there was Zyg Sala who had retrieved his own pan and was helping 
close the gap on egg production. Every trip I get thanked from dads and boys 
both. But I donôt do half the work. Every body brings what they have and God 
multiplies it. Itôs called Battalion because that is what itôs always been called and 
because with the alchemy of God we are making gentle soldiers for the King. 
Tuesday nights at 6:45. Bring what you have.  
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OPPORTUNITIES 
Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have car-
ried you into exile. Pray to the LORD for it, because if it prospers, 
you too will prosper.   Jeremiah 29:7 
 
The Lord has provided many ministries at EP Church for us 
to be involved in. Not only are we able to touch those in 
other countries, but we have ministries that impact adults 
and children right here in the city of Annapolis. Below you 
will find many ways you and your family can be involved 
and witness how the Lord can use you in the furtherance of 
His Kingdom. 
 

Operation Christmas Child - Thank you ahead of time for 
the shoeboxes you are preparing which will be sent to chil-
dren in need all over the world. Last year our congregation 
packed 340 shoeboxes. Our goal this year is 500! What an 
opportunity to reach children who would never have the 
opportunity to hear about Jesus. It is our desire in prepara-
tion for next year to put a team together of people that have 
a heart for this ministry. If you are interested in being a part 
of this team, which will begin plan-
ning for next year on ways we can 
increase the Gospel Opportunities 
that go out from Annapolis EP, 
please contact Nanci Hulting at 
nhulting@hotmail.com. 
 

Operation Backpack - Thank you, thank you, thank you for 
your generosity in your financial and school supply contri-
butions toward the 230 backpacks 
we were able to provide to ALL of 

the children at Wood-
side Gardens and  Igle-
sia de Dios as well as 
our own congregation. 
Thanks also to the 30 
volunteers that helped pack those backpacks 

and deliver them to the children. 
 

Great Clothing Giveaway - A big THANK YOU to Linda 
Hannigan and the 75 volunteers that assisted in providing 
this wonderful ministry to those in need in our community. 
Thanks also to all of you who donated items that filled 50 
overflowing tables in the Fellowship Hall. As a side note, 27 
bags of stuffed animals were donated to Mission of Peace, 
which will transport them to children in rural areas of Vir-
ginia and West Virginia.  
 

Habitat for Humanity - Start date for work on the Clay 
Street Renovation Project is scheduled to begin in February 
2010. If you would like to be kept apprised of how this de-
velops please send an email to Tom Beall at  
tabeall@epannapolis.org.  
 

Woodside Gardens Homework Haven (located on New-
towne Drive off of Forest Drive) needs volunteers interested 
in helping children (ages 6 to 10) with basic reading and 
math skills (and an occasional game of Uno) anytime Mon-
day through Friday from 3:00PM to 6:00PM in the 
neighborhood community center. If you have a child in 
high school, Rachel Collins is taking a group over every 
Tuesday from 4:00 to 5:00PM, meeting at the church at 
3:45.  
 

Mothers of Preschoolers at Woodside Gardens - We are 
looking for women who have a heart for this ministry and 
would be willing to volunteer their time to care for children 
of these young moms during our meetings. We meet on 
Thursdays from 10:00 to 11:30AM. The following are the 
days we will be meeting over the next several months:  12/3, 
1/14, 1/28, 2/11, 2/25. If you would like to sign-up to help 
on one of these dates, please contact Laurie Nelson at  
lnelson@epannapolis.org or  x 103. 
 

Good News Club at Germantown Elementary (located 
near USNA stadium) is a ministry of Child Evangelism Fel-
lowship has started up again this year with 17 children (6 to 
8 yrs old) signed up. They meet every Thursday afternoon 
from 4:00 to 5:00PM. We just finished Creation and will 
begin looking at some of the Patriarchs as well as the Life of 
Joseph. If you are interested in volunteering your time and 
sharing Christ with these precious children, please contact 
Donna Schmidt at 410-268-1822.  
 

English as a Second Language Classes are being held every 
Tuesday evening from 7:00 to 9:00PM for anyone interested 
in learning English. Pres-
ently, they have teachers in 
place but could really use 
volunteers willing to help 
the teachers in various ways. 
If you are interested in find-
ing out how you can be 
more involved in this minis-
try which is presently serving about 22 students, contact 
Louise Morris at 410-266-7746. 
 

Lighthouse Shelter - Our congregation has committed to 
preparing and serving dinner to approximately 25 residents 
of Anne Arundel Countyôs homeless shelter located at 206 
West St. Thank you to everyone that have eagerly volun-
teered in not only serving dinner, but preparing lunches 
and stocking shelves. Thanks to your generous contribu-
tions we delivered 50 bags/boxes of food to the shelter last 
month. Dates that are open to serve dinner next year are 
2/27, 3/27. This is a great ministry for Bible Study groups, 
Sunday School classes or your family to serve our commu-
nity. 

(Continued on page 8) 
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MARK AND MARTI MYLIN are missionaries for Greater Europe Mission. They are serving in Montauban, France, but 
they are currently on furlough and will be living in the mission house until September, 2010. For the last three and a half 
years Mark has been the Associate Pastor of the Evangelical and Reformed Presbyterian Church in Montauban, which 
has about 100 members. Mark preaches once a month, leads Bible studies, is a member of the Church Council, and visits 
church members and attendees. The Montauban Church works with two other churches in the area and has a church 
plant 100 miles away. 
 
Mark grew up in Havre de Grace, Maryland, and was saved in college through a Bible study led by a member of Inter-
Varsity. Marti grew up in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, in a Christian family, but she feels that she matured and was discipled 
in college. InterVarsity was an important part of their college 
lives. Both Mark and Marti served with InterVarsity after col-
lege. They met through their positions in InterVarsity and 
married. 
 
Mark and Marti both were encouraged to consider missions 
when they attended Urbana while they were in college. Marti 
loved learning languages and went overseas between her third 
and fourth year of college. There she felt Godôs confirmation 
that she had the abilities to use in a cross-cultural setting. The 
Mylins have been in France for the last 15 years. They served 
with MTW for approximately 10 years in Paris as church 
planters. They have been with Greater Europe Mission since 
that time. Their mission now is concentrating on church re-
newal. 
 
The Mylins are both encouraged when they see children walk-
ing in the faith and reconciliation between feuding families in 
the church. Marti has had a hard time seeing the anger of a 
member, who withdrew her children from a Bible study. Even 
with difficulties in the church, the Mylins see relationships 
building and are encouraged at seeing members mature in the 
Lord. 

Prayer Requests 
1. Safety and health as they travel. 
2. The Montauban Church while they are in the United 

States and there is no full time pastor. 
3. The growth and maturity of the church plant. 
4. They would be able to raise more support. 
   

Moms in Touch is an ñinterdenominational, Christ-
centered prayer ministry where moms pray together on a 
regular basis for children and schools.ò A group of moms 
in  Annapolis have been meeting together every other 
Monday from 9:00 to 10:00AM to pray. If you would like 
more information on how you can be involved please con-
tact Christy Lenham at 410-295-3986. For more informa-
tion on Moms in Touch go to www.MomsInTouch.org.  
 

Strong Tower Ministries is a faith based non-profit or-
ganization, specifically formed to distribute goods and 
services to the homeless. They serve the inner city areas of 
Annapolis, Baltimore, Philadelphia and Washington, DC. 
It is their passion to touch the hearts of the lost, forsaken, 
crushed, and persecuted. They are in need of Bibles, fire-
wood, tarps, socks, blankets and warm winter clothing 
which we will continue to collect in the Fellowship Hall 
through December and January. For more information on 
how you can be more involved with this ministry contact 
Mary Casolare at 520-975-6749 or  www.strongtowers.org. 
 

Gabriel Network Maternity Home located on Ridgely 
Avenue officially closed their doors last month in Anna-
polis because of reallocation of resources. I want to thank 
everyone who were such a support not only to Natasha, 
the home director, but to the young moms that came 
through that ministry over the past several years. Gabriel 
Network will continue to have other homes in Maryland 
with the closest one being in Bowie. For more informa-
tion please call 1-800-ANGEL.  
 

Change for Life -  We will be kicking off this campaign 
and distributing baby bottles on Sunday, January 17. Bot-
tles will be collected on Sunday, February 14th. Last year 
we collected over 6,000 dollars for the Bowie / Crofton 
Severna Park Crisis Pregnancy Center. So start saving all 
your loose change!  
 

If you have any question concerning any of the ministries 
listed above, please contact Laurie Nelson at  
lnelson@epannapolis.org or  x 103 

(Continued from page 7) 

http://www.momsintouch.org/
http://www.strongtowers.org/
mailto:lnelson@epannapolis.org
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FROM THE DIRECTORS KEYBOARD  

ñThe Reasons I Do What I doò  Part I 
As I began contemplating this final article for 
this yearôs EPistle, I thought it would be 
great for me to begin to unpack 
my philosophy on weekly worship service preparation.  Let 
me begin with a quote from Michael Hortonôs book, A Bet-
ter Way, Rediscovering the Drama of Christ-Centered 
Worship: We do not come to church to affirm our faithfulness, 
our devotion, our praise, and our up-to-the-minute emotional state 
but to be addressed, undressed, and re-dressed by God as ñour rea-
sonable service.ò At this point, it seems to me both traditional and 
contemporary parties miss the real point of singing as a response 
and both cases often place too much emphasis on our work in the  
service as if this were the main event.  
 
When I plan the service my goal is to ñassistò the congrega-
tion in their participation of expressing their heart filled 
roles in Godôs redemptive story. It begins with a time of 
praise music, (an uplifting hymn or contemporary song lead-
ing us into verbal and physical praise of our redeemer). We 
have the ñWelcomeò that briefly shares the ethos of EP and 
keeps us up-to-date with announcements of pertinent 
church happenings.  
 
The pastor will then share a broad brush stroke of his ser-
mon through a Christ Centered lens. The service then flows 
to the ñCall to Worshipò, a time to encourage Godôs people 
to turn from their worldly distractions and to focus hearts, 
minds, and actions on revering Him. Then the pastor gives 
the ñinvocationò, a prayer that celebrates and acknowledges 
Godôs presence. We then continue to sing songs of praise 
and adoration. They could be hymns, contemporary cho-
ruses, or choral and soloistôs that re-present the gospel 
through musical worship that serves the Glory of God and 
the good of His people.  
 
As I develop the musical flow for the service, my planning 
foundation is best taken from our Worship Vision state-
ment: God is calling a people to himself from every tribe, nation, 
and language from the creation of the world until the return of 
Christ. God is the God of creativity who blesses his church with 
gifts in the area of the worship arts, gifts which transcend the barri-
ers of time, culture, and personal preference. Therefore: We seek to 
incorporate a wide variety of elements in worship which represent 
and utilize the vast treasure of art which God has given us to use 
in worship. So on any given Sunday or special service you 
may hear the warmth of a string ensemble to a R&B band 
leading us into Christôs presence through many blended 
musical stylesé.to be continuedé 
 
 
 

Worship Ministry Needs - We need more sound crew, 
administration help, instrumentalists, visual tech crew, and 
vocalists. If you have an interest in being involved in the 
Worship & Arts Ministry please contact me at 
rpendelton@epannapolis.org or 410-266-8091 x 106.  
 
In His Tempo, 
Randy Pendleton 
 
 

   

EP Care Net is up and 
running, but since this is 
our pioneer year, weôve 
found that there is still some trail-blazing work to be done.  
Remember that EP Care Net is designed to be the commu-
nication and coordination structure for needs within our 
congregation. Our structure calls for there to be four direc-
tors and 9 coordinators. Currently, one director slot and 
one coordinator slot need to be filled. In addition, there is 
a need for many members of our congregation to fill out 
the green Care Net sheet (located in the pew racks or the 
Church Office) to let Care Net know how you might be 
able to help when a need arises. If you have questions 
about EP Care Net please feel free to contact Counseling 
and Care Pastor Bob Borger or the Chair of the Care Net 
Directors, Lila Williamson. 

 
Despite our organizational growing pains, we can rejoice 
that peoplesô needs are being met and God is being glori-
fied. Listen to one recent testimonial of how EP Care Net 
has been used to helpé 
Did you ever turn up your nose at possibly being a  
guinea pigò? Well, Bill and I didnôt and talk about a blessing! 
When I came home after my knee surgery from the rehab center 
the dinners started coming in the back door. For one month all 
Bill had to do was warm up meals and serve them. He was all 
smiles. We met lots of new folks (young and old) and were very 
grateful for being ñguinea pigsò for EP Care Net. 

Rosalie & Bill Case 
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 NEW VISTAS DIVORCE RECOVERY MINISTRY 

Each September, for 23 years now, New Vistas has provided 
a ñFresh Startò seminar, a 2 day workshop of practical and 
Biblical helps for those who are experiencing the pain of 
marital separation and divorce.  The recent seminar once 
again brought many hurting folks from the community who 
were seeking help in coping with the difficult circumstances 
in their lives. 
 
Many EP people were involved in making the seminar a suc-
cessful event: speakers (including 3 EP pastors), registration 
helpers, prayer warriors, small group facilitators, administra-
tive helpers, décor and floral arrangers, kitchen workers, 
chefs, food contributors, gracious waiters and waitresses,etc.  
Through the many practical acts of service, the love and 
compassion of Christ was shown to all who attended.  As a 
result, many felt comforted in their grief and found new 
hope for the future.  Many expressions of gratitude were ex-
pressed by the participants, who said the seminar ñfar ex-
ceeded their expectations.ò  Thank you EP folks for all you 
did! 
 
NEW VISTAS continues to meet and encourage any who 
seek to grow through the devastating experience of divorce.  
First-timers are always welcome, so continue to  tell your 
friends, neighbors, and co-workers, who are going through 
separation/divorce issues, about this ministry.  Fliers are 
available in the Church Office. 
 
  Friday, December 4th  - 7:00PM         
  ñSurviving the Holidaysò 
 Friday, December 11th - 7:00PM         
  Pot Luck Dinner & Speaker ï Pastor Bruce OôNeil      
 Friday, January   15th  - 7:00PM         
  Dealing With the Legal Issues 
 January 29, 30, 31 
  New Vistas Winter Retreat,  St. Michaelôs, Md.   
 

Please pray that the upcoming events of New Vistas will con-
tinue to meet the needs of all who attend and that many will 
find renewal and hope in Christ.  

GRIEFSHARE - WHAT A GRIEVING PERSON NEEDS 
by Carolyn Woodie 
Why is it that we are so uncomfortable around grieving peo-
ple?  Is it because we know they are in pain?  Is it because we 
donôt know what to say to ease their pain?  Is it because we 
canôt fix their tears?  Is it because we miss the person too, 
and being around them reminds us of our own pain?  Or, is 
it because weôd like to avoid discussion of death and loss 
because it reminds us of our own mortality?  What are the 
reasons? 
 
Most grieving people donôt need our words, they need our 
presence.  We are often afraid of silence, so we fill the silence 
with words.  Maybe the grieving person just needs us to sit 
with them in silence, to hand them a tissue as they cry, to 
allow them to talk if they feel a need to talk, but most of all 
to just be there. 
 
So often we feel a need to figure out the personôs grief jour-
ney and to tell them what they need to do.  We have a great 
desire to bring them back to a ñnormalò life.  When actu-
ally , they just need someone to walk alongside with them 
while they figure out what their ñnew normalò life will be 
without their loved one. 
 
That is what GriefShare is all about. GriefShare wonôt fix 
things.  Griefshare provides a safe place to work through 
struggles and feelings.  GriefShare is a place where with 
Godôs help a person can explore some aspects of their grief 
journey and their new life.  Did you know that GriefShare 
meets in over 6,000 churches world-wide?  EPôs GriefShare 
group meets on Wednesday evenings from 7:00-9:00 p.m. 
in The Parlor through January 20th.  There are also a few 
other GriefShare groups who meet in other churches in the 
area.  So, if Wednesday evening is not a good time for you, 
go to www.griefshare.org, type in your zipcode and the clos-
est groups will be listed for you. Or, say if you want to find a 
GriefShare group in Wyoming for a friend, you can do the 
same thing. 
 
Brochures are available in the Church Office. For more in-
formation, contact Paul & Carolyn Woodie 410-626-8430, 
carolyn.woodie@verizon.net or Walt & Karen Asplund 410-
923-3285 - asplundmd@yahoo.com. 
 
 

http://www.griefshare.org,/
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THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH  LIBRARY 
Sometimes you might wonder why a church would have a 
library.  What purpose does it serve?  How might you bene-
fit from it? 
 
The church library is unique in that it is intended to be a 
supportive ministry for both individuals and ministry 
groups in the church.  It is a resource for materials to en-
courage spiritual growth.  How does it do this? 
 
The library serves persons studying the Bible by providing 
commentaries and reference material to assist in their per-
sonal study and leadership roles.  The library has an ever 
growing commentary section from good conservative Gos-
pel-oriented theologians.  There are also reference materi-
als.   
 
The library serves persons who want to improve their 
theological and doctrinal understanding.  We have books 
on most major theological subjects: soteriology, eschatol-
ogy, apologetics, creation science issues, the church, the 
sacraments, and much more. 
 
The library serves person who are interested in applying 
the Bible to their Christian life and want to see what Gos-
pel-centered living looks like.  We have sections on Chris-
tian living, menôs issues, womenôs issues, marriage, parent-
ing, schooling, missions. 
 
The library serves persons looking for Christian recrea-
tional reading and viewing.  We have a large selection of 
CDôs and DVDôs for children, a large childrenôs fiction 
and biography section, and a large adult fiction and biogra-
phy section. 
 
The library serves persons who want to save money.  
Many of us canôt afford to buy every book we want to read 
or study.  Most parents canôt purchase all 48 volumes of 
Odyssey CDôs.  Butéyou can check them out of the li-
brary.  Perhaps by using the library you will discover what 
books you actually do want to go out and purchase.  
 
If you havenôt been by the library lately, you might want to 
come by and browse through our collection of books, 
CDôs, and DVDôs.  We are always adding new material 
and are confident we have something that would be of 
good use to you.   This month as many Christians remem-
ber the persecuted church, you might want to check out 
material about persecuted Christians and the Muslim relig-
ion.  
 
Library Hours:  You may have access to the library almost 
any time during the week, but librarians are available to 

assist you on Sunday morning before and after all services. 
 
Library Location: The library is located in the library/
board room in the corner of the hall behind the sanctuary 
between the worship office and the church offices. 
 
Library Website: To browse our catalogue from your home 
computer, visit the library website at www.libraryworld.net/
opac.  The library name is EPA Church Library.  Select the 
guest option.  No password is needed.  Then search by key-
word, title, author, or subject. 
 
For questions about the library contact Ruth Burge at 
riburge@epannapolis.org or 410-923-2338. 

THE PERSECUTED CHURCH :  
PRAY, HELP, ADVOCATE 

Each November churches all over the world observe a day of 
prayer for our persecuted brothers and sisters in Christ. 
Here at EP we did this on November 15. We tend to think 
that persecution was heaviest in the days of the early church 
under the rule of the Roman Empire or during the time pre-
ceding the Reformation, but in actuality more Christians 
face persecution now than ever before. This is not just in-
convenience persecution or persecution by unkind words 
spoken to them. Christians today are tortured, maimed, di-
vested of their property, thrown in inhumane jails, separated 
from their families (children taken from parents), and even 
killed, all because they stand up for the name of Christ. As 
their brothers and sisters, we need to pray for them, help 
them, and speak up for them.  Note these scriptures: 
 

Remember those who are in prison, as though in prison 
with them; and those who are ill-treated, since you also 
are in the body. Hebrews 13:3 RSV 
 
Rescue those who are being taken away to death; hold 
back those who are stumbling to the slaughter. 12 If you 
say, "Behold, we did not know this," does not he who 
weighs the heart perceive it? Does not he who keeps 
watch over your soul know it, and will he not requite 
man according to his work? Proverbs 24:11-12 RSV 

 
Here are three websites which you may visit to become better 
informed about the persecuted church and how you can 
pray for, help, and speak up for them.  You are urged to visit 
them and see how the Lord leads you to become involved. 
 
Voice of the Martyrs: www.persecution.com 
Open Doors: www.opendoorsusa.org 
International Christian Concern: www.persecution.org 

http://www.persecution.com/
http://www.opendoorsusa.org/
http://www.persecution.org/
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 IMPORTANT DATES 
November 22 

 Sunday Evening, Thanksgiving Service, 6:30PM in the Chapel. 
December 4 

 Christ, The Light of the World Christmas Candlelight Service     

 7:00PM, A time to reflect on and rejoice in the gift of Godôs Son, 
 Jesus Christ, to a dark and dying world. No Childcare Offered 
December 10 
 Congregational Meeting - 7:00PM 
December 24  
 Childrenôs Service - 4:30PM     
 Family Service - 7:00PM 
 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service - 11:00PM  

 
MARK YOUR 2010 CALENDARS 
February 20-22 
 Menôs Retreat at Camp Wabanna 
March 19-21  
 A Retreat for Women at Turf Valley Hotel, Ellicott City, Baltimore 
August 6-8 
 All Church Retreat - Growing the Body of Christ - NorthBay 

Congregational Meeting 

December 10, 7:00PM 

Sanctuary  


