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NoT A GoD oF MY
CHOOSING
= by Pastor Bruce

: % One of the great ad-
vantages of being a
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and of evi | and

really will be turned to goodnd we

pastor is that | must stand before peosovereignty and mercy are never far (Romans 8:28).

ple week after week whose children away.
have died, or worse, are spiritually

| know what it is like to have what i

And it is an advantage because | hawaarthly things have been lost and a
the privilege of speaking about the confidence that the worst miseries
great truths of the gospel in the con-
text of a covenant community of suf-know that in all things God works for the
fering people. The problem of pain good of those who love him, who have
dden dalleceaccbrding tolhis pufposés 0 d ¢

S

dead; whose spouses are critically ill, ! could create a god who answers myrecious to me threatened and face
or worse, are Spiritua"y hard; whose call, who does my blddlng and rescugte real pOSSIblIlty she could be taken

health is failing; whose jobs are in eeblls _
jeopardy; whose finances are strappetfom ever coming into my life). But

me from my storms (or prevents them

(Continued on pag®)

who battle depression or love some- that god would not be the God of the
one who does; and who know from Bible. He would simply be a small a
experience that the wodthe real weak god because any god | could
world where they lidés shot through fashion would not be able to contra-
with suffering and futility. | dict my wants, desires an
say it is a great advan-. thoughts. He would
tage because | haved not be able to be
the privilege to independent of
preach the Word my demands.

of God into the This god could
context of real life not be sovereign

full of joys and sor- over all things
rows. because one of the

things is me.

It is an advantage because |

canot afford to plbelgrevithahasheartinthe spv
lessly suspend judgment on crucial €ignty of God in all things. | believe
teachings. | c an othatthsaiewoé Gog is Bot only bipl
great realities tcalyfaithfi byt also profeupdly p ¢

lives. There is too much at stake for uBractical. I have seen the sheer abs
to entertain ourselves with trivialities lute holiness and majesty and sover
or platitudes. Life is hard and you  eignty of God over all evil and over &
dono6t come t o wo rhgmanyilandactipnebgcpmemr

speculate, or give my opinion, or offeranchor for storrossed souls, a refu
a pep talk to divert your attention for the frlghtened and a rock of stab

from your real lives. ity when all else seems to give way.
is hope when the most precious

INVESTING IN FUTURE WORSHIP-
ERSAND WORSHIP LEADERS
by Ruth Burge

Among all the inescapable imperaf

tives in the Bible, one stands out t¢
me, fASing to th
occurs at least 15 times in the RS
There is much that could be said
about the heart issues of singing,
things that qualify it or disqualify it
as Atrue wor shi
focus here; rather, | want to addre
the skill side of singing and music
making and how to better prepare
people to carry out that command.

In singing there is a tension betwe
Afimake a joyful
(Psalm 98:4) and the description 0O
the Levites worship leaders who w
fitrainedin singing to the LORD, al
who wereskillfuld . (1 Chr
How many of you feel inhibited in

your worship because you are afrai

your fAjoyful no
those around you or embarrass yo
(Continued on pag8)
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(Continued from pag) and determined to deal with our pain too.
away from me. And though | wept, | am as-

sured that God is sweetly sovereign. He hadA sovereign God with a plan and a promise
not abandoned me. He is the Alpha and trumps the trivialities and platitudes we seek
Omega, the beginning and the end. He knowte grasp in the dark night of our souls. Seeing,
how it is all going to come out because He isbelieving, confessing and trusting a mighty
there already. He has promised never to leaand merciful God who is doing something

or forsake. He is exactly where He was the dalyout sorrows is far superior to the distrac-
His Son, Jesus, was taken from Him. In the tions we use to escape the realities of living in
face of that great loss He was not weak or ina fallen world. This God is not of my choos-
active. He raised Jesus from the dead to proirgg and | am thankful.

His promise was true; that all the evil, all the

loss, all the pain will be stopped. If God can

raise the dead and pay for cosmic sin through

the death of His own Son, then He is able

EP Churcha community of Goddos people seeking to
Know Jesus Chrisis He is revealed to us in the Holy Scriptures
Love Jesus Chriss the Holy Spirit has shown Him to us in the Gospel.

Shovl(/[JessChis e relate biblically in our <circles
A 5Htlléési1‘v£lo\%lcurist would be glorified, and that

has sent His Son.

EP Staff and Officers

Senior PastorBr uce OO6 Nei | , ext 111
Executive Pastedan Smith, ext 111

Congregational Care PastoBob Borger, ext 118

Wo me n 0 s  Michnbregatiohal. ife MinisterTom Beall, ext 117

Page 9

Menods Min
Page &0

Whoods on
Page 10

Passion Week
Service
Page 11

Director of Woenng Wdodruff\extiid7s ¢t r y
Discipleship PastofTom Wenger, ext 105
. Community Outreach CoordinatorlLaurie Nelson, ext125
| ASs/btant Yastor of Youth MinistsGreg Doty, ext 116

Assistant Youth DirectorRachel Collins, ext 128

Youth Intern-Jeremy Tate, ext 122
%?uth /in‘e n ;DCortney Breitschwerdt, ext 128

@&V drendés Mi nLirglaQaje, exb26r di nat or

Organist-Lois White

Interim Choir Director -Ruth Burge

Administrative Director-Herb Conklin, ext 113

Ministerial Administrator-Sue Sadlier, ext 111

Database AdministratorAnnette See, ext 125

Publications Administrator Melissa Drouin, ext 112
Maintenance AdministratorDannie Smith, ext 121

The staff can be reached at 2668091 plus the extensions as noted. A voice mail message may be left
at the same extension.

Elders for 2008

Tom Beall, Dan Billingsley, Jim Burge, Chuck Cochran, Floyd Gilkey, Bruce Holtzman, George Janvier,
Pete Kawecki, Clif McClain, Bruce Miller, Rob Niewoehner, Adrian Park, Peter Polk, Dan Raspa, Don
Rice, Bill Richardson, Frank Rouland, Ace Sarich, Tom Thompson, Jim Wilkins IlI.

Deacons for 2008

Walt Asplund, BJ Bigelow, Robin Burns, Glen Campbell, Herb Conklin, Jeff Donaldson, Dave Eby, Tim
Geis, Mike Hannigan, Hector Hernandez, Mike Hoffman, Bill Hoover, Scott Howie, Jeff Hulting, Al
Kairys, Mark Lentz, Jay Mahaffey, Steve Marshall, Gil McNew, Al Medeiros, Paul Mexcur, Brian Miller,
John Morris, Wayne Mueller, Robert Murphy, Tom Olthoff, Paul Piccioni, Rob Robbins, Dean Rodgers,
Louis Smith, Jim Taylor, Glenn Woodruff.
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(Continued from pag#) singing opportunities, especiallythose al gi ft of dApl alyi n

self? No need for that! The Lord comthat combine musical education with3. Give him a solid beginning on th
mands a joyful noise. Sing withallyomro r s hi p educ at i o piano whick i8thesbsst prePadation
heart to your precious Jesus! Onthedr en6s choi r pr o @ved dtherinstrument.

ot her hand, wo ul d e ensegmblelmembalith 4t 0 4€e thvest in high quality teaching on
able your children to more skillfully years of regular lessons and practicen@instrument of choice. Keep him

rh i

and freely participate in that singing?an instrument, ability to participate  going when he wants to quit. You have

Dondot we al so wa mrdurderstaadthe musica side of yrfrd Wishom than he does. [I would

people to beskilledand trainedin mu- worship is greatly enhanced so that have quit piano early on without paren-

sic so that they might be the future most could be a solid contributor in ata| restraint, as would have all my chil-

worship leaders of the church? Skill choir or ensemble and learn new worgren,]
doesnb6t make our shipsongsltinfidendyc c ept abl e,

but it removes unnecessary barriers to 7he worship team member/leader: Often we see a shortage of people able

worship participation. Skilled leader- Finally there are some with special Ggdead in worship. Many are lacking

ship enables the congregation to worgiven musical ability which combinedhe training that would have developed

ship freely and without distraction.  with a love for Christ can make wor- their musical gifts to the greatest level

Letds | ook at t h ehiptleaders.if yoorghildbshows nmusiyeygefulness in the body. When you
groups of worshipers. cal abilities, encourage and help himprayerfully and purposefully invest in
The average singing worshiper  develop those gifts. Here are some sgg musical training of your child, you
Since wenussing, it makes sense to gestions: may be investing in a future worship
enable our children to learn to sing in leader. We needve/ltrained, skilled

worship, regardless of their bent or 1. Emphasize the value of solid musjtanists, singers, guitarists, drummers,

talents. | have [kateainingtineeading musig, colimimgialinists, etc. who love Jesus more

singingo chil dr e mhytm and intermeting the writew &han ahydhing, who will lead the rest| of

years and havenofpagmet one who can&t as we make #a
learn to sing. Take advantage of all 2. Encourage him to explore his natu-

GRIEFHARE

; same. However, God continues to  nar/support group for people griev-
by Carolyn Woodie pport group for people g

have a plan for us, for He has lefftusi ng t he death of

back. Life can never be quite the GriefShare is a special weekly semi-

S

Last week | read a blog recently writ-here on earth. As we seek out God place where you can be around peo-
ten by a grieving young mother who and trust Him to work His extreme ple who understand how you feel and

lost her child at birth. She wrote, makeover in our lives, He is faithful the pain of your loss. At GriefShare,

AfGod has t aken mdobtinghealinggWhera thereBvas  you'll learn valuable information that

treme Makeover and I'm not quite  once depression He can bring new will help you through this difficult

sure how to be the same, but com- hope. It does not mean that we stop time in your life. GriefShare meets at
pletely changed pnssing ounlovéd one. However, as EP Church on Wednesday evenings

we submit to God, He can and He in The Parlor (Room 150) from 7:00
Extreme MakeoverWhat a good will transform us to prepare us for  9:00pPm till mid-May.
description of the change that takes our new normal.
pl ace in our 1lives
help, become a new and different
person after the death of a loved one.
At first when a loved one dies, our
greatest desire is to have life go back
to normal, to go back to how life was
beforthe death. It is too painful to
think of life continuing without that
person. However, life does go on. But I trust in you, O Lord, | say,

You are my God. My times are in

The grieving journey takes us to the your hands.Psalm 31:145
pl ace where we realize we canbdt go

information, contact Paul and Caro-
lyn Woodie 418268430 or email

and Karen Asplund 41933285 or
email asplundmd@yahoo.com.

h  GoYbwrsay join GriefShare at any time
during the 14veek session. For more

carolyn.woodie@verizon.net or Walt
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MINISTRY CAMPAIGN UPDATE Youth Ministerdés House Upgr a
' ' We are also examining the feasibility of winterizing the

WEWE STARTED! You may nhot be able to see all that hasYouth Intern House immediately, as Jeremy Tate, our

already been done in this Ministry Campaign, so this bri&outh Intern, would like to see this completed before

article will provide you an update on those activities.  their next child is born.

WHAT & BEEN ACCOMPLISHED ALREADY? TEAMWORK WILL GET IT DONE! Our Deacons are organiz-

ing teams of individual men and women, Youth Groups,
Missions Home Renovation Sunday Schools, Small Groups and Bible Study Groups to
As promised, we tackled some of the problems with the get these projects completed. If you have the ability to get
Mi ssions Home first. We 6 vneorelbpantoh the valbtinae onyaunself, sothiethbesnail p ut

some new screen doors, rebuilt the back porch and re- more often than your thumb, to move piles of stuff (debris
screened it, the young men of our Brigade will soon tearand construction materials) from one place to another and
down the extended deck, wieedovtadk aoetitn f or ced the pill ars
the front porch, put up new gutters and gutter guards, and

taken down some of the rotten sheds that were on the THEN WE NEED You! Contact Mr. Bill Hoover, Mr. Gil
property. We have to yet complete the repairs of the ceiMcNew or Mr. Dean Rodgers if you would like to partici-
ings, the laundry room, and to paint the property througlpate. Every task we get done with volunteers reduces the
out. outofpocket expenses we have to pay, and increases the
benefit to us and those to whom we will minister by bring-

ing these activities into reality.

Thank you to everyone who has already patrticipated and
pledged to the Campaign; if you have not yet done either,
please prayerfully consider doing so, either by yourself or

with your Small Group, Sunday School, or Bible Study.

Also, whenever you can contribute financially, please be
sure to designate your offer
Fundo on the envelope and me
that it is properly recorded.

WHAT & NEXT? Our Deacons, who are now putting the

Congregation approved plan into action, are simultane- ' 1 :
ously looking at the following activities. " /
L

Two New Offices

We are looking at building the offices for our new staff in
two steps, building just two of them now and two of them
later, as the staff arrive, using justtuaiéof the lRoom

to do so. This allows us to retain the use of the one re-
maining section of thefRoom as classroom while we wait
the arrival of the remaining personnel.
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