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NOT A GOD OF MY 
CHOOSING 
by Pastor Bruce 
  
One of the great ad-
vantages of being a 

pastor is that I must stand before peo-
ple week after week whose children 
have died, or worse, are spiritually 
dead; whose spouses are critically ill, 
or worse, are spiritually hard; whose 
health is failing; whose jobs are in 
jeopardy; whose finances are strapped; 
who battle depression or love some-
one who does; and who know from 
experience that the worldðthe real 
world where they liveðis shot through 
with suffering and futility. I 
say it is a great advan-
tage because I have 
the privilege to 
preach the Word 
of God into the 
context of real life 
full of joys and sor-
rows. 
  
It is an advantage because I 
canôt afford to play games. I canôt end-
lessly suspend judgment on crucial 
teachings. I canôt be neutral about 
great realities that matter in peopleôs 
lives. There is too much at stake for us 
to entertain ourselves with trivialities 
or platitudes. Life is hard and you 
donôt come to worship to hear me 
speculate, or give my opinion, or offer 
a pep talk to divert your attention 
from your real lives. 
  

And it is an advantage because I have 
the privilege of speaking about the 
great truths of the gospel in the con-
text of a covenant community of suf-
fering people. The problem of pain 
and of evil and of the truth of Godôs 
sovereignty and mercy are never far 
away. 
  
I could create a god who answers my 
call, who does my bidding and rescues 
me from my storms (or prevents them 
from ever coming into my life). But 
that god would not be the God of the 
Bible. He would simply be a small and 
weak god because any god I could 
fashion would not be able to contra-

dict my wants, desires and 
thoughts. He would 

not be able to be 
independent of 
my demands. 
This god could 
not be sovereign 

over all things 
because one of the 

things is me. 
  

I believe with all my heart in the sover-
eignty of God in all things. I believe 
that this view of God is not only bibli-
cally faithful, but also profoundly 
practical. I have seen the sheer abso-
lute holiness and majesty and sover-
eignty of God over all evil and over all 
human will and action become an 
anchor for storm-tossed souls, a refuge 
for the frightened and a rock of stabil-
ity when all else seems to give way. He 
is hope when the most precious 

INVESTING IN  FUTURE WORSHIP-

ERS AND WORSHIP LEADERS  
by Ruth Burge 
Among all the inescapable impera-
tives in the Bible, one stands out to 
me, ñSing to the Lord.ò That phrase 
occurs at least 15 times in the RSV.  
There is much that could be said 
about the heart issues of singing, 
things that qualify it or disqualify it 
as ñtrue worship.ò That is not my 
focus here; rather, I want to address 
the skill side of singing and music 
making and how to better prepare 
people to carry out that command. 
 
In singing there is a tension between 
ñmake a joyful noise to the Lordò  
(Psalm 98:4) and the description of 
the Levites worship leaders who were 
ñtrained in singing to the LORD, all 
who were skillfulò. (1 Chron. 25:7) 
How many of you feel inhibited in 
your worship because you are afraid 
your ñjoyful noiseò might offend 
those around you or embarrass your-

(Continued on page 3) 

earthly things have been lost and a 
confidence that the worst miseries 
really will be turned to good.  And we 
know that in all things God works for the 
good of those who love him, who have 
been called according to his purpose 
(Romans 8:28). 
  
I know what it is like to have what is 
precious to me threatened and face 
the real possibility she could be taken 

(Continued on page 2) 



March/April/May 2008 

 

2 

EP Churchéa community of Godôs people seeking to  
Know Jesus Christ as He is revealed to us in the Holy Scriptures 
Love Jesus Christ as the Holy Spirit has shown Him to us in the Gospel.  
Show Jesus Christ as we relate biblically in our circles of relationships to the LordÅ to the Body of Christ  
Å to the Worldéthat Christ would be glorified, and that Annapolis and the world may know that God 
has sent His Son.  

away from me. And though I wept, I am as-
sured that God is sweetly sovereign. He had 
not abandoned me. He is the Alpha and 
Omega, the beginning and the end. He knows 
how it is all going to come out because He is 
there already. He has promised never to leave 
or forsake. He is exactly where He was the day 
His Son, Jesus, was taken from Him. In the 
face of that great loss He was not weak or in-
active. He raised Jesus from the dead to prove 
His promise was true; that all the evil, all the 
loss, all the pain will be stopped. If God can 
raise the dead and pay for cosmic sin through 
the death of His own Son, then He is able 

and determined to deal with our pain too. 
  
A sovereign God with a plan and a promise 
trumps the trivialities and platitudes we seek 
to grasp in the dark night of our souls. Seeing, 
believing, confessing and trusting a mighty 
and merciful God who is doing something 
about sorrows is far superior to the distrac-
tions we use to escape the realities of living in 
a fallen world. This God is not of my choos-
ing and I am thankful. 

(Continued from page 1)  
IN THIS ISSUE 

 
GriefShare 
Page 3 
 
Ministry Campaign 
Page 4 
 
Outreach / Mission 
News 
Page 5-  6  
 
Angel Tree Update 
Library Lines 
Page 7 
 
Childrenôs Ministry 
Page 8 
 
Youth Ministry 
Page 8 
 
Womenôs Ministry 
Page 9 
  
Menôs Ministry 
Page 9ð10 
 
Whoôs on Staff? 
Page 10 
 
Passion Week  
Service 
Page 11 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Elders for 2008 

Tom Beall, Dan Billingsley, Jim Burge, Chuck Cochran, Floyd Gilkey, Bruce Holtzman, George Janvier, 
Pete Kawecki, Clif McClain, Bruce Miller, Rob Niewoehner, Adrian Park, Peter Polk, Dan Raspa, Don 
Rice, Bill Richardson, Frank Rouland, Ace Sarich, Tom Thompson, Jim Wilkins III. 
 

Deacons for 2008 

Walt Asplund, BJ Bigelow, Robin Burns, Glen Campbell, Herb Conklin, Jeff Donaldson, Dave Eby, Tim 
Geis, Mike Hannigan, Hector Hernandez, Mike Hoffman, Bill Hoover, Scott Howie, Jeff Hulting, Al 
Kairys, Mark Lentz, Jay Mahaffey, Steve Marshall, Gil McNew, Al Medeiros, Paul Mexcur, Brian Miller, 
John Morris, Wayne Mueller, Robert Murphy, Tom Olthoff, Paul Piccioni, Rob Robbins, Dean Rodgers, 
Louis Smith, Jim Taylor, Glenn Woodruff. 

EP Staff and Officers 
Senior Pastor - Bruce OôNeil, ext 111 
Executive Pastor - Dan Smith, ext 111 
Congregational Care Pastor -  Bob Borger, ext 118 
Congregational Life Minister - Tom Beall, ext 117 
Director of Womenôs Ministry - Jenny Woodruff, ext 127 
Discipleship Pastor - Tom Wenger, ext 105 
Community Outreach Coordinator - Laurie Nelson, ext125 
Assistant Pastor of Youth Ministry - Greg Doty, ext 116 
Assistant Youth Director - Rachel Collins, ext 128 
Youth Intern - Jeremy Tate, ext 122 
Youth Intern - Cortney Breitschwerdt, ext 128 
Childrenôs Ministry Coordinator - Linda Cate, ext 126 
Organist - Lois White 
Interim Choir Director - Ruth Burge 
Administrative Director - Herb Conklin, ext 113 
Ministerial  Administrator - Sue Sadlier, ext 111 
Database Administrator - Annette See, ext 125 
Publications Administrator - Melissa Drouin, ext 112 
Maintenance Administrator - Dannie Smith, ext 121 
 
The staff can be reached at 410-266-8091 plus the extensions as noted. A voice mail message may be left 
at the same extension. 



March/April/May 2008 

 

3 

self? No need for that! The Lord com-
mands a joyful noise. Sing with all your 
heart to your precious Jesus! On the 
other hand, wouldnôt you want to en-
able your children to more skillfully 
and freely participate in that singing? 
Donôt we also want to encourage young 
people to be skilled and trained in mu-
sic so that they might be the future 
worship leaders of the church? Skill 
doesnôt make our worship acceptable, 
but it removes unnecessary barriers to 
worship participation. Skilled leader-
ship enables the congregation to wor-
ship freely and without distraction. 
Letôs look at the training of three 
groups of worshipers. 

The average singing worshiper:  
Since we must sing, it makes sense to 
enable our children to learn to sing in 
worship, regardless of their bent or 
talents. I have been teaching ñnon-
singingò children to sing for over 10 
years and havenôt met one who canôt 
learn to sing. Take advantage of all 

singing opportunities, especially those 
that combine musical education with 
worship education, such as EPôs chil-
drenôs choir program. 

The ensemble member: With 4 
years of regular lessons and practice on 
an instrument, ability to participate 
and understand the musical side of 
worship is greatly enhanced so that 
most could be a solid contributor in a 
choir or ensemble and learn new wor-
ship songs confidently. 

The worship team member/leader: 
Finally there are some with special God
-given musical ability which combined 
with a love for Christ can make wor-
ship leaders. If your child shows musi-
cal abilities, encourage and help him 
develop those gifts. Here are some sug-
gestions: 

 
1. Emphasize the value of solid musi-
cal training in reading music, counting 
rhythm, and interpreting the written 
page. 
2. Encourage him to explore his natu-

ral gift of ñplaying by ear.ò 
3. Give him a solid beginning on the 
piano which is the best preparation for 
every other instrument. 
4. Invest in high quality teaching on 
his instrument of choice. Keep him 
going when he wants to quit. You have 
more wisdom than he does. [I would 
have quit piano early on without paren-
tal restraint, as would have all my chil-
dren.] 
 
Often we see a shortage of people able 
to lead in worship. Many are lacking 
the training that would have developed 
their musical gifts to the greatest level 
of usefulness in the body. When you 
prayerfully and purposefully invest in 
the musical training of your child, you 
may be investing in a future worship 
leader. We need well-trained, skilled 
pianists, singers, guitarists, drummers, 
violinists, etc. who love Jesus more 
than anything, who will lead the rest of 
us as we make ña joyful noise.ò 

(Continued from page 1) 

 
 
 

Last week I read a blog recently writ-
ten by a grieving young mother who 
lost her child at birth. She wrote, 
ñGod has taken me through an Ex-
treme Makeover and I'm not quite 
sure how to be the same, but com-
pletely changed person.ò 
 
Extreme Makeover -- What a good 
description of the change that takes 
place in our lives as we, with Godôs 
help, become a new and different 
person after the death of a loved one.  
At first when a loved one dies, our 
greatest desire is to have life go back 
to normal, to go back to how life was 
before the death. It is too painful to 
think of life continuing without that 
person. However, life does go on. 
 
The grieving journey takes us to the 
place where we realize we canôt go 

back. Life can never be quite the 
same. However, God continues to 
have a plan for us, for He has left us 
here on earth. As we seek out God 
and trust Him to work His extreme 
makeover in our lives, He is faithful 
to bring healing. Where there was 
once depression He can bring new 
hope. It does not mean that we stop 
missing our loved one. However, as 
we submit to God, He can and He 
will transform us to prepare us for 
our new normal. 

 
But I trust in you, O Lord; I say, 
You are my God. My times are in 

your hands.  Psalm 31:14-15 
 

GriefShare is a special weekly semi-
nar/support group for people griev-
ing the death of someone close. Itôs a 
place where you can be around peo-
ple who understand how you feel and 
the pain of your loss. At GriefShare, 
you'll learn valuable information that 
will help you through this difficult 
time in your life. GriefShare meets at 
EP Church on Wednesday evenings 
in The Parlor (Room 150) from 7:00-
9:00PM till mid-May.  

You may join GriefShare at any time 
during the 14-week session. For more 
information, contact Paul and Caro-
lyn Woodie 410-626-8430 or email 
carolyn.woodie@verizon.net or Walt 
and Karen Asplund 410-923-3285 or 
email asplundmd@yahoo.com. 

 
 

 

GRIEFSHARE 
by Carolyn Woodie 
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WEôVE STARTED!  You may not be able to see all that has 
already been done in this Ministry Campaign, so this brief 
article will provide you an update on those activities. 
 
WHATôS BEEN ACCOMPLISHED ALREADY? 
 
Missions Home Renovation 
As promised, we tackled some of the problems with the 
Missions Home first. Weôve built some new steps, put on 
some new screen doors, rebuilt the back porch and re-
screened it, the young men of our Brigade will soon tear 
down the extended deck, weôve reinforced the pillars on 
the front porch, put up new gutters and gutter guards, and 
taken down some of the rotten sheds that were on the 
property. We have to yet complete the repairs of the ceil-
ings, the laundry room, and to paint the property through-
out. 

 
WHATôS NEXT?  Our Deacons, who are now putting the 
Congregation approved plan into action, are simultane-
ously looking at the following activities. 
 
Two New Offices 
We are looking at building the offices for our new staff in 
two steps, building just two of them now and two of them 
later, as the staff arrive, using just one-half of the L-Room 
to do so. This allows us to retain the use of the one re-
maining section of the L-Room as classroom while we wait 
the arrival of the remaining personnel. 
 
 
 
 

 
Youth Ministerôs House Upgrades 
We are also examining the feasibility of winterizing the 
Youth Intern House immediately, as Jeremy Tate, our 
Youth Intern, would like to see this completed before 
their next child is born. 
 
TEAMWORK WILL  GET IT  DONE! Our Deacons are organiz-
ing teams of individual men and women, Youth Groups, 
Sunday Schools, Small Groups and Bible Study Groups to 
get these projects completed.  If you have the ability to get 
more paint on the wall than on yourself, to hit the nail 
more often than your thumb, to move piles of stuff (debris 
and construction materials) from one place to another and 
live to talk about it.  
 
THEN WE NEED YOU! Contact Mr. Bill Hoover, Mr. Gil 
McNew or Mr. Dean Rodgers if you would like to partici-
pate.  Every task we get done with volunteers reduces the 
out-of-pocket expenses we have to pay, and increases the 
benefit to us and those to whom we will minister by bring-
ing these activities into reality. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has already participated and 
pledged to the Campaign; if you have not yet done either, 
please prayerfully consider doing so, either by yourself or 
with your Small Group, Sunday School, or Bible Study.  
Also, whenever you can contribute financially, please be 
sure to designate your offering to ñMinistry Campaign 
Fundò on the envelope and memo line of your check, so 
that it is properly recorded. 

MINISTRY CAMPAIGN  UPDATE 


